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pope meets Arab delegation 

VAl®^CttY (Agenda)Pope John Pad H go Saturday met wftfa an 
Anfc£ca0K dekgrtkw Mddag *o mediate an end to the Lebanese conflict 
fsfttmta amccro fa- the CSvbtfaa c niiimontty there, the Vatican 
PoperwHved the foreign ntakfcis nfSaotfi Arabia, Morocco 
aad UfeiJfa *b • SS- nriim tc p rivate ewBeocc. Vatican *{***** ** * 
jttngn Ac Pbi ht w a described their efforts to bring peace to a 
-andtadqmndat Lebanon” and vofccd their concss about fl»c 
cHT «at » tf» Whin 1 b the country. Navarro reported the Pope add he hopes 
H^ refc Mmu tle - tndfprMri ence. freedom and integrity of Lebanon 
^Ac Mthgsardleg criT Its partVo l sr value of a pluralistic country.” The 
pdf Sec- “p—flinieJ Its wdWmawn amdoas concent for all the Lebanese 
y/, hi isiTli sill . for the Catare of the Christian ajnnamdtj,” die 
■jiimr~ srid. The Arab Lcagat J tfcgti oa also met with Cardinal 
Tgerfao CwnaoB, Che Vatican secretary of state, and with ItaUan Premia 
ffiifrAndwottf and Foreign Minister Gianni dc Mkheib. 
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P^Ceausescu, wife, top aides arrested but thousands killed 
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Bloodbath In Romania 
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^BUCHAREST (Agencies) — Nicolae 
^ Ceausescn and his wife Elena were captured 
by the army Saturday, a day after a popular 
revolt ^wept them from power, their oppo- 
<w neats announced on television. 


The announcement came as 
fierce fighting raged around the 
country, between army -troops 
>r backing the revolt and weil- 
gripped elite police units loyal 
to Cesusesco. Hundreds of lives 
— a were lost in continuing battles 
0n *d to described as a bloodbath. 

*oa iha ion Diescu, a member of the 
%aiioj National Salvation Committee, 
low announced on television that the 
the (.ij. “dictatorial family, Nicolae and 

• Ch% Elena Ceausescu, was captured.” 
Moleafe Referring, to Ceausescu as a 
3$ion k "poison hyena,” he said the for- 
tn Mp. irner prudent, who had ruled 
st Sar» since 1965, ’ and Ins wife, the 
wasoD- second most powerful person in 

UniM the country under the old regime, 
i in fe would be tried. 

.-ho b ^ Also- captured were Emil 
ion Bobu, the third most powerful 
along; person in the - country who 
: awfc assumed command when the 

• borfe Ceansescus. were travelling 
ionofr abroad, and Ceausesco’s brother. 

Hie, formerly a deputy defence 
diH^g minister, Diescu said. 

Romanian radio, which like the 


television fell into the hands of 
anti-Ceausescu forces Friday, 
also swiftly reported the 
announcement of the ousted 
president’s capture. 

On Friday, there were several 
conflicting reports about the 
Ceausescus’ whereabouts, with 
initial announcements of their 
capture giving way later to spe¬ 
culation they were directing re¬ 
sistance to the revolt from a 
hideout outside Bucharest, or 
had fled the country. 

Saturday's announcement was 
the first definite word from the 
opposition that Ceausescu was in 
their hands. They gave no details 
on how or where the 73-year-old 
ex-leader was caught, or where 
he was being held 

In Moscow, Soviet President 
Mikhail S. Gorbachev appealed 
to Warsaw Pact nations to 
cooperating in devising “coordin¬ 
ated efforts in providing support 
to die people of -Romania,** the 
official TASS news agency re¬ 
ported. 


Hungarian Foreign Minister 
Gyula Horn announced on 
Hungarian television that War¬ 
saw Pact foreign minis ters would 
meet Sunday. He did not say 
where or when the meeting would 
take place. 

Romanian radio said more 
than 12,000 people had been kil¬ 
led in one town alone since the 
uprising began there. Like in 
other Soviet bloc countries furth¬ 
er on the road to reform, the 
protesters sought an end to dic¬ 
tatorial one-party rule. 

Among the dead were 7,614 
people first detained by pro- 
Ceausescu units and then ex¬ 
ecuted, said the report. 

Bucharest radio reported early 
Saturday that all political de¬ 
tainees had been released. 

In Timisoara Saturday, 800 
kilometres west of Bucharest, the 
entire dty seemed to fill the 
streets in celebration. Crowds 
built bonfires fuelled by portraits 
of Ceausescu that had been rip¬ 
ped down. 

'‘This is something we never 
expected to happen. The dictator 
is gone,” said Ingeborg Kziraska, 
standing at a cathedral where she 
said more than 30 children were 
gunned down along with other 
demonstrators Sunday. 

Hundreds of people dug up 


mass graves in forested areas of 
Timisoara, searching for loved 
ones killed by troops. U.S. and 
West German TV riiowed grisly 
footage of rows of unearthed 
bodies, their feet bound together. 

The upheaval comes at the 
dose of a historic year in which 
the hardline leaderships of Po¬ 
land, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, 
East Germany and Bulgaria were 
ousted by massive protests and 
replaced by pro-democracy refor¬ 
mers. 

Despite the fighting in Roma¬ 
nia, tens of thousands of jubilant 
people celebrated in the centre of 
Bucharest Saturday morning, 
waving fla gs with the hated Com¬ 
munist symbol ripped from its 
centre and chanting “Ceausescu 
is gone.” 

Bursts of heavy machine-gun 
and automatic weapons fire 
echoed across the dty and taxis 
with red cresses rushed the 
wounded to hospitals. Helicopter 
gunships strafed soldiers and civi¬ 
lians, some of whom had also 
taken up arms against Ceauses¬ 
cu’s forces. 

Approximately 54 bodies were 
piled in a room of the emergency 
hospital in Bucharest, most of 
them civilians. 

“We have some hundreds 
wounded, and this is only one 


hospital,” said Dr. Marius 
Scarlet 

Dr. Christian Toma, a dentist, 
accused Ceausescu’s security 
forces, known as securitate, of 
blind orgies of bloodshed. “They 
shoot at the hospital, they destroy 
blood, they shoot doctors. This is 
not war, this is atrocity,” he told 
the Associated Press. 

The security forces fighting the 
country's newly declared leaders 
were Ceausescu's bated and 
feared instrument of repression 
for years. At 700,000, the special 
police troops outnumber regular 
army forces by more than 4-to-l. 

East bloc news agencies cited 
unconfirmed reports that Libyan 
and Syrian mercenaries were 
helping the Ceausescu loyalists. 
Bucharest radio announced 
shortly after noon (1100 GMT) 
that “Arab troops” were attack¬ 
ing the budding, without provid¬ 
ing any detail. 

But the Libyan Foreign Minis¬ 
try Saturday denied the reports in 
a dispatch by the official news 
agency JANA. 

Military helicopters piloted by 
pro-Ceansescn forces dropped 
leaflets in the downtown core, 
Bucharest Radio said. It cited the 
leaflet as warning insurgents to 

(Continued oh page 3) 
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Israeli sokHen detain Palestinians in the occupied West Bank 

Israelis kill 2 in Gaza, 
shot and wound dozens 


Nabulsi: No new probe Into Petra Bank affair 
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By P.V. Vivekanand: - 

- -Jordan Times Staff- Writer 

AMMAN — The Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) Satur¬ 
day ruled out meeting any of 
the “preconditions” sought by 
the former head of Petra Bank 
for his return to the Kingdom 
and emphasised that there was 
no plan or intention to launch a 
fresh review of the affairs of 
the bank, which was taken 
ora b>y thus Economic, Security 
Committee (ESC) in August 
this year. .. 

CBJ Governor Mohammad 
Saectf AI Nabulsi confirmed 
that a list has been drawn up of 
experts and specialists to 
"assist the military court to 
proceed with the case” against 
Ahmad Chalabi, founder and 
ex-chairman of Petra Bank 
which .was ordered merged 
.with, the Jordan Gulf Bank. 
Cbatibi, who left Jordan short¬ 
ly after the takeover and mer¬ 


ger order, remains, outside the 
country. 

“There is no Teview oHresh 
investigation into the Petra 
Bank affair; we have already 
reached our conclusions,” 
Nabulsi said. “This committee 
will only bdp fire martial law 
authorities in technical issues 
related to the case,” the CBJ 
governor told the Jordan 
Times in response to a story 
carried by the newspaper 
which was told by sources that 
a “fresh hearing” was being 
planned on the affair. 

The experts and specialists, 
including representatives of 
local banks and auditors, will 
help the martial law authorities 
“in their proceedings with the 
case,” Nabulsi said. 

*1 expect that no less than 15 
civil cases (related to banking) 
will be filed against Chalabi,” 
he added. “This is separate 
from the criminal aspects of 
the case.” 

Knn]y dismissing what Cha- 


iabi said be was seeking as 
“realistic gestures” that would 
facilitate his return to Jordan 
to “dear things up” of the 
affairs of the bank be founded 
in 1977, Nabulsi said die au¬ 
thorities were determined to 
press charges against the Iraqi- 
born banker. “It is up to him to 
return or not,” Nabulsi said. 
“But we are not going to meet 
any of his conditions.” 

Among the “gestures” 
sought by Chalabi are: a repeal 
of the charge that he had left 
Jordan through illegal channels 
and a retraction of .an ESC 
order sequestering property 
owned by tire Chalabi family, 
pending the final outcome pro¬ 
cedures adopted against the 
banker, who has been named 
as one of the prime su spects in 
the case which indudes charges 
of embezzlement, violation of 
banking laws and foreign ex¬ 
change regulations and spe¬ 
culation against the Jordanian 
dinar running into millions. 


“We still believe that Chala- 
bi is the most daring swindler 
in the history of worid bank¬ 
ing,” Nabulsi declared. 

In the same vein, Nabulsi 
also challenged Chalabi to 
make good a threat to file a 
case against the CBJ and the 
new management of Petra 
Bank in a U.S. court. 

Chalabi told the Jordan 
Times in a telephone call be 
initiated from an undisclosed 
location that “procedures are 
in place for a case in a United 
States court” seeking “dam¬ 
ages and relief” against the 
take-over of Petra Internation¬ 
al Banking Corporation 
(PIBC), Washington, D.C, by 
the CBJ and a new manage¬ 
ment committee which took 
control of Petra Bank in Au¬ 
gust. PIBC is an affiliate of 
Petra Bank and a majority of 
its shares are owned by the 
mother bank. 

The case names Chalabi and 
his toother Talal rhuiahi as the 


“plaintiffs” and members of 
the Petra Bank Management 
Committee,” and the governor 
and deputy governor of the 
CBJ as well as the finance 
minister, Basel Jardaneh — 
who is head of the ESC — as 
the “defendants." The case, 
which is not formally filed, 
alleges that PIBC was the vic¬ 
tim of a “conspiracy” and 
seeks about $100 million in dam¬ 
ages. However, Chalabi told' 
the Jordan Times foar “The 
case could be stopped any¬ 
time,” implying that the door 
was open for a compromise 
deal with the authorities over 
his return to Jordan. 

However, Nabulsi’s com¬ 
ments Saturday indicated that 
the authorities were in no 
mood for any compromise. 
“Let him file his case,” said the 
CBJ governor. “In fact, such a 
case will help us expose him 
and press our case in the Un¬ 
ited States.” 


U.S. beefs up 
Panama forces 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli soldiers 
Saturday shot dead two Palesti¬ 
nian youths in dashes in Rafah 
refugee camp in the Gaza Strip 
Saturday, hospital officials said. 

Residents said the youths were 
killed when soldiers opened fire 
on masked youths painting upris¬ 
ing slogans on walls in the camp. 

The killings raised the death 
toll in the two-year-old uprising 
against Israel to 605 Palestinians. 

Troops wounded at least 12 
Palestinians in protests that raged 
throughout Rafah after the kill¬ 
ings, hospital officials said. in 
other clashes in the strip, troops 
shot and wounded six more 
Palestinians, they said. 

Five Palestinians were shot and 
wounded during clasbes with 
troops in Tulkarm village in the 
West Bank, hospital officials 
there said. 

In Bethlehem, Israeli para¬ 
troopers closed stores and 
ordered holiday shoppers home 
Saturday after a clash with 
masked youth across from the 
traditional site of the birth of 
Christ. 

Meanwhile, visiting South 
African Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu bowed his head in silent 
prayer at a memorial to slain 
Palestinians and told Arab reli¬ 
gious leaders and activists that 


“we suppprt your struggle for 
...statehood and independence.” 

Tutu, the first black to head the 
Anglican Church in South Africa, 
arrived Friday and is to conduct 
Christmas Eve masses in Beth¬ 
lehem and nearby Beit Sahour. 

Tutu met Christian and Muslim 
religious leaders in Jerusalem's 
walled Old City Saturday. At the 
Al Aqsa Mosque compound, 
Islam’s third holiest site, be told 
clerics and Palestinian national¬ 
ists: 

“We also have to say we bear 
no animosity to the Jewish peo¬ 
ple. We call into question the 
policies of the Israeli govern¬ 
ment.” 

In Bethlehem, Franciscan 
monks held a candlelight prayer 
service in the church cave where 
the star of Bethlehem marks the 
traditional birthplace of Jesus. 

Nearby, beneath the Christmas 
tree in Manger Square, the army 
set up a tent for troops on duty. 

Christian leaders have declared 
Christmas a day of mourning in 
honour of Palestinians killed in 
the uprising. 

Masked youth burned tires and 
hurled stones at army patrols 
across from the Church of the 
Nativity. 

Troops dispersed the 
stonethrowers by shooting in the 
air and firing teargas into the 


narrow alleyways of- the nearby 
marketplace, where the youth 
fled. 

Paratroopers and putple-bere¬ 
ted troops from the Givati Bri¬ 
gade ran through the marketplace 
shouting “Ruhi Al Beit.” to holi¬ 
day shoppers and demanded that 
local youths use brooms to sweep 
the streets clean of debris from 
the burning tyres. 

One enraged woman shopper 
turned to a soldier and said: 
“You can’t dose the shops, this is 
our holiday,” but the soldier 
ordered her home. 

Slogans were seen throughout 
the town calling for increased 
clashes with troops to mark the 
holiday. 

“Let’s escalate against the 
Zionists on Christmas Day,” was 
spray-painted in black on orie 
stone wall. It was signed by the 
underground leadership of the 
uprising. 

The underground leadership 
had called on shopowners to slay 
open until 5 p.m. and not close at 
noon to mark a Palestinian strike 
that has been in force since the 
start of the uprising. 

Also Saturday, the Islamic fun¬ 
damentalist Hamas movement 
cancelled a Christmas Day strike 
after protests from Palestinian 
Christians and rescheduled the 
work stoppage for Dec. 27. 


PANAMA OTY (R) — The 
ytrited States'sent 2,000 more 
buops into -Panama Saturday to 
^^P^^OO^okfieis already there 


against stubborn and grow- 
^gTesiaance^parcntly directed 
"L .fagitiye jGeneral Manuel 
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army, had been killed, 95 wound¬ 
ed and 1,880 captured. 

The two main hospitals in 
Panama City reported a total of 
51 Panamanian civilians lolled 
and 835 wounded, but the toll 
was believed to be much higher. 

Noriega's representative to the 

United Nations said there had 
been as many as 7,000 deaths. 

Panama City, a capital of one 
million people, was also facing a 
growing refugee problem, food 
shortages and lack of medical 
supplies for the bard-pressed civi¬ 
lian hospitals. L J 

In a bid to ease the food 
problems, the military opened 
the Bridge of the Americas, a key 
transport route into the dty from 
the countryside where farms are 
located. 

U-S. President George Bush 
said Thursday that “Operation 
Just Cause” was pretty much 
wraooed up” and General Cohn 
Powell, head of die Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, had said Wednes¬ 
day organised opposition had 
been defeated and troops were 

“But^or^many Panamanians 
their words were hard to accept. 

On Friday afternoon mid early 
Saturday U.S. troops faced re¬ 
newed attacks from what Thur¬ 
man said was a “centrally control- 
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1 Mubarak, Assad Fahdin 

! 


to meet soon 


restore taw and order 

turn up many reported righting 
but no confirmations despite a 
milfion-dollar U.S. reward for 
information leading to his cap¬ 
ture. 

One resident said she only had 
enough food until Monday and 
the shortages were compounded 
by the city’s near-state of 
anarchy. 

One doctor told Reuters he 
and several staff members in one 
hospital had to leave their work 
patching up the wounded to 
search for food. Supermarkets 
were gutted mid rotted food fes¬ 
tered in the streets in 90 degree 
heat. 

In die sprawling working-class 
suburb of San MigueGto residents 
reported that looters, having 
cleaned out all the stores, were 
breaking into homes. 

She said many of the lootets 
a pp eare d to be members of the 
“Dignity Battafious,” who were- 
.aimed and bent on stealing as. 




U5. military poll er wen deployed to 


orach as they could before the 
Americans were able to gain con¬ 
trol. 

The Panamanian woman, who 
asked not to be named, said an 
American tank had roiled into 
her neighbourhood Saturday 
morning and was greeted with 
loud cheers from residents. 

“We want the Americans in 
San NfigueKto, we need them, 
everybody here wants them,” she 
said. 

The fresh troops were being 
sent to reinforce the U.S. strike 
force of 9,500, which earlier 
joined 13,000 troops stationed in 
Panama. 

Thurman said the “Dignity 
Battalions” — or dingbats, as 
U.S. soldiers and reporters are 

caSlfoem^—hacl “created a signi¬ 
ficant amount of mischief.” 

Thurman estimated there were 
currently about half a dozen 
“Dignity Battalion” units of ab¬ 


out 300 people each. 

The Dignity Battalions were 
drawn largely from working daw 
neighbourhoods that support 
Noriega. Thurman described 
them as arising from a “substan¬ 
tial arming of the population in a 
terroristic-type organisation.” 

Observers akn said many mem¬ 
bers of the PDF had rhangftri to 
civilian clothing and joined the 
“Dignity Battalions,” helping the 
paramilitary forces with organisa¬ 
tion and strategy. 

Thurman said that In Colon, 
Panama’s second dty, the PDF 
unit had given up and turned in 
about 100 people and almost 
1,000 weapons. 

The militaiy Saturday broad¬ 
cast an appeal setting various 
price for weapons turned in, 
offering prices ranging from $25 
for a angle hsmri grenade to 
$5,000 for an arms cadre. Offi¬ 
cials said they had already confis¬ 
cated 13,000 weapons. 


CAIRO (Agencies) — A top- 
level Syrian envoy said Saturday 
the presidents of Egypt and Syria 
would meet very soon to put the 
seal on a "comprehensive , ’ bi¬ 
lateral reconciliation after a 12- 
year rift. 

The emissary, Vice-President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam, strongly 
indicated after talks with Presi¬ 
dent Hosni Mubarak that the 
patchup would include resuming 
diplomatic relations. 

Khaddam, the highest Syrian 
official in Egypt since 1977, ar¬ 
rived Saturday with what he 
termed "a message of amity and 
brotherhood” from President 
Hafez Al Assad to the Egyptian 
leader. 

“The coming meeting between 
the two presidents will lead to 
practical and concrete results in 
rectifying the status of Egyptian - 
Syrian relations,” Khaddam'told 
reporters after conferring private¬ 
ly with Mubarak. 

Asked specifically whether the 
summit outcome would include 
restoration of diplomatic links, 
Khaddam said: “when we speak 
about rectifying the status of rela¬ 
tions, we mean a comprehensive 
approach, not a narrow one. 

“We are confident that com¬ 
prehensive relations in the va¬ 
rious fields will be rectified after 
the meeting.” 

An Egyptian minister, asked if 
Khaddam’s comments meant Che 

restoration of diplomatic ties, 
said: “Yes, that is understood 
from whax he just said.” The 


minister declined to be named. 

Syria and Libya are the only 
two Arab countries yet to restore 
diplomatic ties with Egypt, 
broken after its 1979 treaty with 
Israel. 

But relations have been impro¬ 
ving slowly with Tripoli and 
Damascus since Egypt was read- 
mined to the Arab League in 
May. 

Air links between Cairo and 
Damascus were resumed 10 days 
ago and soon afterwards Mubar¬ 
ak sent a special envoy to Syria. 

At a meeting of European and 
Arab foreign ministers in Paris 
this week, Egypt boosted its 
standing with Damascus and Tri¬ 
poli by urging the European 
Community to lift economic sanc¬ 
tions against Libya and Syria. 

Khaddam spoke to reporters at 
Cairo international airport about 
historic ties between Egypt and 
Syria, referring to their merger 
between 1958 and 1961. He de¬ 
scribed the rift since 1977 as “a 
passing cloud.” 

“This eventful record full of 
shared hopes, blood, tears and 
aspirations is something that dis¬ 
tinguishes the relations between 
the two countries,” he said. 

“In the past Egypt and Syria 
shouldered the main burden of 
defence of the Arab World, and 
they must resume their march in 
doing this. ... Rectifying the 
coarse of relations between the 
two countries necessarily will rec¬ 
tify the entire Arab situation 


Bahrain 
in bid to 
mediate 
dispute 

BAHRAIN (Agencies) — King 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia arrived 
Saturday from Oman, where he 
and Sultan Qaboos agreed on a 
border demarcation, apparently 
to help settle another border dis¬ 
pute between Bahrain and Qatar. 

The emir of Bahrain, Sheikh 
Isa Ben Salman Al Khalifa, 
greeted the monarch at Bahrain 
aiiport. 

Officially, Fahd’s visit has been 
described as private. But 
Kuwait’s Al Anbaa daily re¬ 
ported be would fly to Qatar from 
Bahrain later in a fresh bid to 
mediate a settlement to the long- 
running dispute over sovereignty 
of the Huwar Islands. 

The dispute dates from British 
colonial days before Bahrain and 
Qatar became full-fledged states. 

It flared in April 1986, when 
Qatari forces detained a group of 
foreign workers building a radar 
station on the Fasht Al Dibal 
reef, midway between Bahrain 
and Qatar. 

Qatar has wanted to take the 
dispute to the International Court 
ana diplomatic sources said that 
Bahrain at one point threatened 
to lay claim to the Zubari region 
in northern Qatar if the Qataris 
insisted cm claiming Huwar at the 
Hague. 
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Amal, Hizbollah 
lock horns again 
in South Lebanon 


SIDON (Agencies) — Rival Shi’ite Muslim militias 
backed by Syria and Iran battled with tanks and 
artillery in Sooth Lebanon Saturday and police 
reported at least 15 people killed and 40 wounded. 


They said most of the casualties" 
were from the Syrian-backed 
Amal faction, but could not give 
a specific breakdown. 

Antal's rival, the pro-Iranian 
fundamen talis t Hizbollah (Party 
cf God), appeared to have the 
upper hand in the fighting that 
began before dawn north of 
Sidon, 40 kilometres ■ south of 
Beirut 


It was the latest eruption in a 
two-year-old power struggle be¬ 
tween Amal and Hizbollah for 
control of Lebanon's 1.2 milli on 
Shi'ites, the country's largest 
sect. 

One spokesman, who cannot 
be named in line with standing 
regulations, said Hizbollah fight¬ 
ers chased Amal militiamen out of 
two villages — and Jbaa and 'Ain 
Bo us war — in a pre-dawn 
assault. 


After daybreak, they were in¬ 
ching towards ’Ain Kana and 
Arab Salim, two other Amal 
strongholds, behind a massive 
barrage of rocket and mortar fire. 

Hundreds of villagers were 
seen fleeing from the region to¬ 
ward Sidon, the spokesman said. 

He said police has no idea what 
sparked the fighting, which torpe¬ 
doed a truce mediated by Syria 
and Iran which halted similar 
gunbattles last month. 

But he said Hizbollah, which 
can field up to 4,000 hardcore 
guerrillas, has massed some 1,500 
fighters in the region. Amal. a 
6,000-strong militia, was rushing 
reinforcements from Beirut. 

By police count, 571 people 
have been killed and 1,579 
wounded in previous Amal-Hiz- 
bollah dashes that have raged 
intermittently since April 1988. 

Witnesses said several houses 


were burning. Urey said the 
sound of exploding shells thun¬ 
dered across the area. 

Fears of a military flare-up rose' 
last week after the two groups 
massed troops in Iqfim A1 Tufah, 
40 kilometres south of Beirut. 
The area stretches from die port 
of Sidon to Israel’s self-declared 
“security zone’' in South 
Lebanon. 

Each Warned the other for the 
latest outbreak. 

An Amal spokesman said the 
fighting erupted after Hizbollah 
launched a dawn assault on Amal 
positions in the town of Jubah. 
He said Amal repulsed the 
assault and captured many of die 
attackers. 

Hizbollah sources in the south 
said their forces seized two Amal- 
beld villages but Amal denied the 
report. 

Political sources linked the 
latest outbreak to Amal’s refusal 
to allow Hizbollah free move-' 
ment in South Lebanon from 
where Hizbollah was driven is 
1988 after a month of battles with 

Amal . 



INTIFADA: Palestinian youths seen throw- Jerusalem. The troops used btrfleis and 
mg stones and using sfingsbots to attack Israeli break up a protest demonstration ags 
troops in the village of Jabal Mukaber, occupied policies in occupied territories. 
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Turkey hope for EC entry despite shelving of bid 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey has put 
a brave face on its failure to win 
full European Community (EC) 
membership although opposition 
parties called the decision an in¬ 
dictment of the government. 

'The report is registering that 
Turkey could be a full member. 
Turkey is not rejected. The re¬ 
port is better than our predic¬ 
tions," President Turgut Ozal, 
who submitted the application as 
prime minister in 1987, told Tur¬ 
kish reporters. 

The European Commission 
said Monday that Turkey would 
have to wait until 1993 before the 
12-nation EC considered its ap¬ 
plication. But it offered Ankara 
closer economic and political ties. 

“The report is not negative. It 
sets guidelines for Turkey to meet 


in three to four years that will put 
it in a much stronger position,” a 
senior source close to EC affairs 
said. 

Lurking behind official optim¬ 
ism is a fear that Turkey, an 
associate EC member since 1963, 
may be sidelined by the EC as 
East-West barriers crumble and 
that its NATO role, a foreign 
policy keystone, might be dimi¬ 
nished. 

“The real question is whether 
Turkey can euminate differences 
between its state of development 
and levels that exist in the EC 
within 20 years," a Western di¬ 
plomat said. 

“If it stays like it is now, and 
little has been done in the past 
two years on human rights and 
democracy, then membership is 



out of the question,” he said. 

Officials said the message from 
Brussels was clear. Turkey had to 
improve its human rights image 
and an economy saddled with 75 
per cent annual inflation and lift 
damps, especially on trade un¬ 
ions, imposed during 1980-83 
army rule. 

Political opposition parties, 
used the report to lash out at 
Turkey’s centre-right govern¬ 
ment, formerly led by Ozal. 

“The report is utter!/ negative 
and with this negativeness our 
government shoulders a great re¬ 
sponsibility." Erdal Inonu, leader 
of the Social Democrat Populist 
Party, told reporters. 

Suleyman Demirel, leader of 
the centre-right True Pate Party, 
said: "The government made this 
subject a tool for dynamic poli¬ 
tics. Now they are left outride the 
door.” 


Hasan Cemal, editor of the 
left-leaning daily Cumhuriyet. 
wrote: “The commission’s re¬ 
sponse is negative but they have 
not slammed the door yet... A 
Turkey that fully implements hu¬ 
man rights and democracy cannot 
be overlooked.” 

Diplomats said the report was 
careflilly worded in an effort not 
to offend Turkey, which borders 
the Soviet Union, Bulgaria, Iran, 
Iraq and Syria as well as Greece. 

“The fact that Turkey is re¬ 
garded as European by the EC is 
not in question. That is taken for 
granted with the associate mem¬ 
bership agreement.” 

Members of some EC states 
privately question whether the 
EC will ever allow Turkey, a 
mainly Muslim but secular state 
linking Europe and Asia, to join 
the Community. 

Apart from citing human rights 


and a tarnished democratic image 
after three army coups between 
1960 and 1980, they point to the 
size of the country — 55 million 
people expanding at 2.5 per cent 
annually with nearly 20 per cent 
unemployment 

“When we become a full mem¬ 
ber if there are stOI difficulties 
about migration of labour we will 
be able to solve them in a reason¬ 
able peribd,” an official Turkish 
source said. 

“When we are a member we 
mil have an economy on a 
reasonable level so I can’t see any 
Turks wanting to find jobs 
abroad,” he added. 

Reflecting concern that Christ¬ 
ian Europe has little time for 
Muslim Turkey, the conservative 
Islamic daily Turkiye wrote about 
the EC report under the head¬ 
line: “Crusader mentality in the 
EC.” 


I raq says 
I ran seized 
3 soldiers 



BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said 
Saturday that Iran had seized 
three of its soldiers along their 
border and expressed concern 
at deaths among Iraqi prison¬ 
ers of war (PoWs) in Iranian 
camps. 

The unarmed soldiers were 
abducted in no-man’s-land 
Dec-14 as they tried to fetch 
water from a spring, 250 
metres from their own por¬ 
tions and a kilometre from 
Iran's frontline, the official 
Iraqi News Agency (INA), 
said. 

It said Baghdad bad pro¬ 
tested to U.N. Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuel¬ 
lar. 

Iran and Iraq have regularly 
accused each other of violating 
a ceasefire that began in Au¬ 
gust last year after eight years 
of conflict. Peace talks held 
since have stalled. 
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ABU DHABI (R) — A senior 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
official was quoted Saturday as 
saying that repeated calls for a 
united Arab Nation were ridicu¬ 
lous. 

“Previous experiences of 
attempts at Arab unity make pre¬ 
sent calls for unite look ridiculous 
and they annoy the average Arab 
citizen,” Assistant Secretary- 
General for Political Affairs, Said 
Ben Hashei AI Maskari, said. 

Maskari, quoted by the United 
Arab Emirates paper Al Khaleej, 
said tbe six-nation GCC was 
based upon mutual cooperation 
with no loss of sovereignty. 

The GCC, founded in 1981, is 
the oldest regional group. Jor¬ 
dan, Egypt, Iraq, and North Ye¬ 
men formed tbe Arab Coopera¬ 
tion Council this year and five 
Arab states in North Africa 
established their own separate 
economic union. 
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Euro-Arab dialogu 
ends with all eyes 
on Eastern Europe 


two Euxopes which have been, from each side, 
separated for too long wiD not be French Foreij 
effected at the expense of the land Dumas sai< 
many ties which unite the twelve gained “an extre 
with their Arab anri other neigh- . pression” of thr 
boors,” he added. cooperation on 

Tbe summit was held on the ral relations, prt 


PARIS (Agencies) — Tbe Euro- members such as Bntaffl about > 
pean Conmranity (EC) promised tbe usefrilness of the conference. 
Arab leaders at a meeting of then 1 Nevertheless the gathering j 

frnyjg n ministers Friday that the attracted ^ full turnout of the 12 ^ 
dramatic events in Eastern EC foreign ministers and their. ^ 
Europe would not overshadow Arab counterparts. .. ^ 

their links with the Arab World. Even Syria and Libya attended t 
And speaking for the 22 mem- despite the feet that sanctions 
bos of tbe Arab League, King imposed against them by the EC ^ 
Hassan of Morocco offered Arab in 1986 are still in force. ^ 
assistance to the broken econo- They were set because of j 
nries of Eastern Europe. alleged Syrian and Libyan in- 

“For ns in the European Com- vohrement in political violence in 
nuinity it is not a question of Western Europe, but France said t 
choosing between the East and Friday the EC would review the 
the South,” French-President measures. ' j 

Francois Mitterrand said at the The main practical outcome of 
dosing ceremony. ’ - - - the conference was an ^eemem.^J 

“Let me tell you quite solemnly to formalise annual meetings be- ^ 
that die rapprochement between tween three foreign ministers L 
two Enropes which have been from each side, 
separated for too long will not be French Foreign. Minister Ro- 
effected at the expense of the land Dumas said the delegations s 
many ties whidi unite the.twelve gained “an extremely positive im- 
with their Arab and other neigh- . pression” of their prospects for ^ 
boors,” he added. cooperation on issues like cnlcu- 

Tbe summit was held cm the ral relations, promotion and pro¬ 
day Romanian dictator Nfco-- tection of investments, petro-cbe- {l 
lae Ceausescu was deposed in a mi cal cooperation and youth, 
popular uprising marked by Delegates from the EC and the 
heavy loss of life. 22-member Arab League agreed ^ 

Hassan said the entire world to prioritise these issues in order ^ 
had to move wisely and fast to of those likely to yield the quick- 
respond to the changes in East est results. 

Europe whidi he called a “U-turn Mitterrand assured the closing 

in modem history.” Europe’s session that the ‘‘bringing 
ideological borders are changing together of the two parts of 
fast even if its geographical fron- Europe, too long separated, will 
tiers are tbe as before. not be done at the expense of the 
“All efforts (for East Europe) solidarities and links of all kinds M 
on the socio-economic level can- which have long existed between ^ 
not be shouldered by West Euro- tbe 12 community members and 
pean countries alone ...why don’t their Arab and African neigh- 
we participate with our energies, boors.” 
our riches?” he asked. The Arab states tried Friday to 

The resumption of an Euro- draw the attention of the meeting 
Arab dialogue, six years after it to political issues but these were ; 
stalled over the Middle East con- put aside by the European coun- 
flict and other political divisions, tries as beyond the scope of the 
was one of Mitterrand’s priorities meeting. 3 

during his chairmanship of the The American invasion of j 
EC. Panama and die overthrow of £ 

But bis six-month tenure, en- Ceausescu put purely Arab-Euro- 
ding Dec 31 las coincided with the pean issues on the todr burner as- 
total transformation of the post- the EC ministers produced dec- .'l 
war order in Europe and Mfrfer- taxations concerning emergency * 
rand had to convince sceptical EC aid to both countries. ^ 


popular uprising marked by 
heavy loss of life. 

Hassan said the entire world 
had to move wisely and fast to 
respond to the changes in East 
Europe which he called a “U-turn 
in modem history.” Europe’s 
ideological borders are changing 
fast even if its geographical fron¬ 
tiers are tbe same as before. 

“All efforts (for East Europe) 
on the socio-economic level can¬ 
not be shouldered by West Euro¬ 
pean countries alone.. .why don't 
we participate with our energies, 
our riches?” he asked. 

The resumption of an Euro- 
Arab dialogue, six years after it 
stalled over the Middle East con¬ 
flict and other political divisions, 
was one of Mitterrand’s priorities 
during his chairmanship of the 
EC. 

But bis six-month tenure, en- 
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Badran, Kuwait fund 
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\AtfMAN (Petra) — Prime 

- glister Mndar Badran Saturday 
' jcccivcd in his office Bader 

jtfashari Humeidi, director of die 
• Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic 
.. 'DaOBptaeBt (KFAED) in the 
-mesence of Minister of Planning 
OAK® AI Masri. 

-- -Badran and Humeidi reviewed 
■■*■' cooperation between the fund 
and Jordan. Badran paid tribute 

- to, the fund for its assistance 

- .towards promoting development 

io Tbe Arab World and Humeidi 
jaadedfJoidan’s efforts to benefit 
from the fund’s loans in executing 
important projects. 

. Humeidi also held a meeting 
wife! Minister of Energy and 

- Mineral Resources Thabet AI 


Taber with whom he 
cooperation (see story « page 6). 

Discussion during the meeting 
covered the prospect"of KFAED 
employing experts employed by 
the Jordan Electricity Authority 
(JEA) to help conduct feasibility 
studies on power projects fi¬ 
nanced by die fund in the Arab 
World. 

The minister thanked the fund 
for its contribution towards im¬ 
plementing Jordan’s projects, 
specially those related to energy 
and mineral exploitation. 

The KFAED financed the AI 
Hussein Thermal Power Station 
m Aqaba and other JEA power 
projects in Jordan. 
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Qasem returns 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
Marwan AI Qasem Saturday returned home after representing 
Iordan at an Arab-European ministerial conference, whi ch con* 
vened in Paris at the initiative of French President Francois 
Mftterand. 

The conference adopted a number of measures to reorganise 
Arab-European dialogue and reactivate several cooperation pro¬ 
jects such as bolding a symposium on Arab-European cultural 
relations in Jordan. 

Deputies to begin debate 
on laws, amendments 



ASHMAN (Petra) — Hie Lower 
House of Parliament meets Sun¬ 
day to elect members of its com¬ 
mittees in charge of public free¬ 
doms, citizens’ rights, agricultural 
affairs, health, environment safe¬ 
ty, education, Palestine and the 
occupied Arab territories as well 
as rural and badia affairs. 

A statement Saturday said tfaar 
the House members would re¬ 
ceive Sunday a total of 57 draft 
laws'or amendments to existing 
laws from the government to be 
reviewed by the concerned House 
committees. ' 

Among these are laws on supp¬ 
ly, the Jordan Investment Cor¬ 
poration, the value of added tax, 
as well as amendments to the 
Income Tax Law, the Higher 
Court of Justice and the Election 
Law. - 

The statement said that reports 
to the government by die Central 
Audit Bureau for 1987 and 1988 
will also be referred to die Parlia¬ 


ment committees. 

Deputies Yousef A! Azem, 
Abdullah Zreikat, Nawwaf AI 
Xbawaldeb and SaJameh AI 
Ghuweiri arc expected to submit 
.proposals to the House on issues of 
concern to the public, including 
the question of urban develop¬ 
ment, the creation of a com¬ 
plaints office at Parliament, 
opening a faculty of agriculture at 
the Jordan University of Science 
and Technology and a c ommuni ty 
college in Mafraq Goveroor- 
ate, problems surrounding the 
wastewater treatement plant at 
Khirbet AI Samra, artesian water 
wells in Mafraq area and a num¬ 
ber of questions related to Land 
appropriation and ownership in 
Che Zarqa and Ruseifit areas. 

The House is expected to take 
a confidence vote Dec. 30 on the 
government of Modar Badran, 
who presented his programme to 
Parliament last week. 
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Ministry shows how 
to conserve energy 



0>1 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Energy and Mineral Resources 
has announced the start of a 
programme that will demonstrate 
actual savings in energy costs that 
participating industries can 
achieve through energy conserva¬ 
tion. Energy audits have indi¬ 
cated that energy consumption 
could potentially be reduced by 
10 per cent to 25 per cent, thus 
reducing the cost of production 
and demand for additional 
power. 

In addition to the energy cost 
savings benefits, energy con¬ 
servation results in reduction in' 
the global wanning effect because 
of more efficient fuel utilisation 
and less carbon choride emission 
to the environment. 

In cooperation with the United 
States Agency for International 
Development (USAID), the 
Ministry of Energy and Mineral 
Resources is undertaking a pro¬ 
ject to demonstrate the feasibility 


Bloodbath 
in Romania 

- (Contained from page 1) 

abandon “this dangerous road” 
: : and urging them to “stop before 
.--ifttoo late." 

ousted leader had ran the 
-■country as a personal fiefdom, 
' installing dozens’ of relatives in 
"key positions of power. 

The Yugoslav state news agen¬ 
cy Tanjug, quoting Romanian 
Radio, reported an orgy of blood¬ 
letting in Sibiu and Brasov by 
commandoes of Ceausescu’s 
feared police force. 

“Commandoes of the former 
securitate had captured a hospital 
- in Brasov and were entering 
homes and flats and shooting at 
random,” said die repent, which, 
tike others, could not immediate¬ 
ly be confirmed independently. 

Romanian radio said the 
heaviest fighting outside the 
capital occurred in Brasov, 
Romania’s second-largest city. It 
appealed urgently for reinforce¬ 
ments to help the army there. 

After his capture by die army, 
the brad of state security, Indian 
Vlad, went on Bucharest radio to 
‘ call for unity and announced that 
the Interior Minis try had rid itself 
df ’’elements loyal to the 
Ceausesca dan.” He also called 
°o the security troops'to join the 
uprising. 

Bucharest radio reported that 
many', units backing the revolt 
against Ceausescu had succeeded 
in arresting interior Minister 
Tudor Postdnicn and two of bis 


of reducing energy use through 
the implementation of efficiency 
and energy conservation prog¬ 
ramme. The ministry, working 
with a local engineering firm, will 
select several local industries in¬ 
terested in energy conservation to 
participate in the project. Ener¬ 
gy-saving equipment will be instal¬ 
led, and results monitored and 
publicised to both the general 
public and to appropriate 
'businesses. 

The cost of energy saving acti¬ 
vities compared with'cost savings 
— higher profits — realised as a 
result of energy conservation are 
of particular interest. If energy 
conservation results in a 10 per 
cent reduction in tire cost of 
production as projected, the pro¬ 
ject will demonstrate feat con¬ 
serving energy is a profitable -in¬ 
vestment for Jordanian 
businesses. Results of tire study 
will be available in nine months. 



A burial chamber unearthed by excavators atYasfleh in northern Jordan (Petra photo) 

Byzantine ruins unearthed 


IRBID (J.T.) — Archaeological excavations 
conducted by the Institute of Archaeology and 
Anthropology of Yarm oak University, in coop¬ 
eration wife the Department of Antiquities, at 
Yasileb in northern Jordan have revealed burial 
chambers, store rooms and water cisterns dating 
back to the Byzantine era, according to Dr. 
Zeidoun AI Mnheisen of the institute. 

Muheisen said in a lecture Saturday that at 
least 30 burial chambers were unearthed in the 
latest excavation season along with courtyards 
and coins as wed as the remains of a church. 


Coins found in the soil and chambers suggest a 
continuous period of civilisation under the Ro¬ 
mans and Byzantines, followed by the Islamic 
period. He said important hydraulic installations 
for collecting run off waters from the wadis were 
also located at the site. He added that a spring 
located one kilometre to the north of the Yasileb 
site was used for water supply in the two periods. 
Muheisen said the excavation was launched 
primarily to determine the exact location of fee 
ancient city where Yasileh now stands. 


ACC 
meeting 
designed 
to bolster 
trade 

BAGHDAD (Petra) — Minister 
of Industry and Trade Ziyad 
Fariz has said that a two-day 
meeting in Baghdad of the minis¬ 
ters of economy, trade and supply 
in the Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC) countries is designed to 
bolster ACC activities and discuss 
executive measures related to the 
implementation of the coopera¬ 
tion agreement, dealing with reg¬ 
ulation of trade and increasing 
the size of trade among ACC 
countries. 

“The meeting will bolster ex¬ 
ecutive methods related to in¬ 
creasing the size of trade ex¬ 
change... encourage exports and 
discuss means to organise imports 
of strategic commodities so as to 
boost the balance of payment and 
strengthen the economy,” Fariz 
added. 

During their meetings, which 
began Saturday, the ACC minis¬ 
ters will discuss a report prepared 
by economic experts in the ACC 
countries. The report indudes 
recommendations on means to 
pat into effect artides related to 
trade included in an economic 
cooperation agreement the ACC 
leaders had signed in San’a, 
North Yemen. 

Attending the Baghdad meet¬ 
ing were ACC Assistant Secret¬ 
ary-General Hisham Hassan 
Tawfiq and the ambassadors of 
Jordan, Egypt, and North Yemen 
in Baghdad. 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 



WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
fitne and place with the concerned institutions. 


vcin-.M'LH 


* An art exhibition by artists from Jordan and other Arab 
countries at AI Wasiti Galler y, Plaza Hotel. 

■ft The youths art exhibition at fee Spanish Cultural Centre, 
fr An entitled “The Bine Rider” at fee Yannonk 

University. 

6- A plastic art frhiMtion by Arfi AI H a ma! and Ibrahim 
Nabahneh at fee Unfversity of Jordan. 

* An exhibition on pabtic education at fee Soviet Cultural Centre. 

•ft The Arab Cooperation Cotmcfl (ACC) yonths art eriftftjw at 
fee Royal Guttural Centre. 

FILM 

it A Soviet fihn entitled “The Pnppet” at the Soviet Gotoral 
Centre p-te* 


Youth forum opens 
week-long meeting 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Amman- 
based Arab Youth Forum (AYF) 
Saturday opened a week-long 
meeting by representatives of 
youths from the four-member 
states of the Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC) to discuss issues 
of concern to Arab youth in 
general and those of the ACC 
states in particular. 

Minister of Culture Khaled 
Karaki, addressing the opening 
session held at the RoyaJ Cultural 
Centre in Amman, urged the 
gathering to take decisions aimed 
at promoting contacts among 
youth of the Arab World and 
help fulfil AYF goals. 

The meeting was also addres¬ 
sed by. Abdullah Hijazi, chairman 
of a committee that prepared for 
fee meeting, and Omar Ali 
Babekr, member of fee forum. 
Both emphasised the n$ed to 
promote youth's participation in 


various social and economic 
affairs. 

Besides their meetings, the 
participants will bear lectures and 
tour several places of interest and 
youth centres in Jordan. They 
will also take part in a seminar 
that will review working papers 
on the role of the Arab youth in 
development. 

AYF was established in June 
1988 wife His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan as its 
chairman. 

Prince Hassan told the opening 
meeting feat the AYF came into 
being in response to the desires of 
various youth sectors in Jordan 
including people studying at 
Jordanian universities and with 
the purpose of expanding the 
framework of dialogue and dis¬ 
cussing national issues and pan- 
Arab problems. 


Study sheds light on 
begging, homelessness 


AMMAN (Petra) — A study 
prepared by fee Ministry of So¬ 
cial Development, in cooperation 
with the Konrad Adenauer 
Foundation of West Germany, 
describes begging and homeless¬ 
ness in Jordan as a chronic prob¬ 
lem that should be dealt with at 
fee national level. 

Details of the study were discus¬ 
sed at a general meeting orga¬ 
nised Saturday by fee Ministry of 
Social Development. Ministry 
officials said the study was con¬ 
ducted wife a view to discovering 
fee causes of the two problems 
and to come up with proposals 
and recommendations for solu¬ 
tions. 

According to fee study, 731 
cases of beggars in Jordan were 


processed and 634 homeless per¬ 
sons were picked up from fee 
streets in 1988. It said only 45 of 
the homeless persons last year 
have been referred to private 
charitable and philanthropic 
organisation to provide them with 
care. 

The study recommended pro¬ 
tective measures to be taken by 
the ministry to stem any increases 
in fee number of homeless people 
and beggars. The study said the 
problem had serious implications 
for society. 

The study called for a reex¬ 
amination of Jordan’s child care 
programmes wife a view to intro¬ 
ducing measures feat would eb- 
minate homelessness and beggars. 


We've Got Yx.r Priorities Right. 


AMRA HOTEL 



Thousands sit for Tawjihi today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Education announced Satur¬ 
day feat it had finalised prepara¬ 
tions for the first session of fee 
general secondary certificate 
(Tawjihi) examinations session, 
which is due to begin Sunday. It 
said feat a total of 66.502 students 
will take fee examination this 
year, up from nearly 60,000 in the 
last scholastic year, sitting for 
seven different streams. 

Dr. Mohammad Sayel 
Obeidat, director of examina¬ 
tions at the Ministry of Educa¬ 


tion, said feat students would sit 
for fee literary, scientific, com¬ 
mercial, agricultural, industrial, 
nursing and hotel management 
streams at 857 examination hails 
prepared by fee ministry in va¬ 
rious areas. The Ministry has also 
made arrangements for 73 stu¬ 
dents in Tunis to sit in one ex¬ 
amination hall to take the same 
examination. 

He said feat evaluation of 
answer papers would begin on the 
following day of each subject. 

The results normally appear 
soon after fee re-opening of 


schools after the scholastic year's 
winter holiday which began 
Saturday and will run until Jan. 
11. 1990. 

The same Tawjihi students will 
be required to s ; ' Tor another 
examination session by June of 
the coming year, „ procedure 
followed by fee ministry over the 
past years. But, a*-ording to a 
recent ministry : ouncement. 
Tawjihi students v... .ake only an 
end-<i.‘-the year e?. miration in 
1992-1993 scholastic year and the 
following year. 


GUVS endorses 1990 plan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The General 
Union of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS) Saturday endorsed a 
plan of action for 1990 aimed at 
providing assistance to charitable 
and voluntary societies and main¬ 
taining programmes for fee hand¬ 
icapped and needy, according to 
GUVS Secretary-General 
Mo hamma d Ali War dam. 

In a statement made after a 
general GUVS meeting where 
the plan was endorsed, Wardam 
said fee main targets for 1990 
include the Ai Amal Centre for 
fee severely handicapped at Ya- 
jouz, seven rehabilitation centres 
in different areas for handicapped 
children, mother and child care 
centres, and vocational training 
centres. 

Work is underway at fee AI 
Amal Home, a project expected 
to give care and rehabilitation 
services to 150 children aged be¬ 
tween six and 20. Her Majesty 
Queen Noor laid the foundation 
stone for fee centre at Yajouz last 
August. According to GUVS 
officials it is being set up on an 
eight dunum plot that would 
house facilities for the handicap¬ 
ped children at nominal cost. 


Severely and multi-disabled chil¬ 
dren are currently being cared for by 
GUVS at a temporary centre located 
at Tla’a A) Ali District. 

GUVS officials said fee centre 
will provide special education ser¬ 
vices along wife physiotherapy 
sessions to the handicapped on a 
permanent basis. They expect fee 
centre to open its doors next 
year. 

Wardam said in 1990 work on 
rehabilitation centres for the 
mentally disabled will begin in 
Irbid. Mafraq, Zarqa. Madaba, 
Sahab. Maan and Aqaba. Each of 
the centres will accommodate 40 
handicapped children in fee ini¬ 
tial stage and they will be pro¬ 
vided with special experts re¬ 
cruited by GUVS, he said. 

Over the past two years, 
GUVS, in cooperation wife fee 
United States Agency for Inter¬ 
nationa] Development (USAID), 
provided assistance totalling JD 
100,000 for various charitable and 
voluntary societies in the King¬ 
dom, Wardam said. In the com¬ 
ing year, GUVS will maintain 
such assistance and will offer 
loans to finance income-generat¬ 


ing projects for needy families, 
especially in fee rural areas of 
Jordan. GUVS will join hands 
with a number of regional and 
international organisations in 
providing loans to Jordanian 
citizens carrying out development 
projects. Wardam said. 

He said feat GUVS would pro¬ 
vide assistance to handicapped 
persons by providing them with 
special vocational training 
courses to enable them to become 
self-supporting and will also help 
fee handicapped find employ¬ 
ment. 

GUVS, established in 1958, 
incorproates over 450 voluntary 
and charitable societies in all 
parts of the Kingdom involving 
some 45,000 voluntary worker 

Wardam did nor disclose the 
amounts of money required for 
the 1990 projects but GUVS 
President Abdullah AI Khdtib 
last August disclosed that nearly 
JD 1.4 million were needed 
annually. He said that more than 
150.000 Jor danians benefit direct¬ 
ly or indirectly from GUVS pro¬ 
jects annually, including 500 stu¬ 
dents who obtain interest-free 
loans for their education. 



Falcons to get one more wing 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Royal 
Falcons, the national aerobatics 
team, will soon add at least one 
more plane to its fleet and will 
employ additional training staff 
and pilots from Royal Jordanian 
(RJ), Royal Falcons club acting 
Director Nidal Samaeen 
announced Saturday. 

He said tbe'club now has eight 


planes, four of which are used in 
air shows and the rest of training 
as well as air shows. 

Samaeen said that his fleet 
took part in several air shows and 
feat no less than 15 million peo¬ 
ple watched .their aerobatic per¬ 
formances. The Royal Falcons, 
which was established in 1976 
upon directives of His Majesty 
King Hussein, took part in shows 


held in Arab countries as we. as 
France, fee United Kingdom, 
West Germany, Switzerland, the 
Netherlands, the United Sir 
Canada and Indonesia. 

He said that fee Royal Fajcons 
has received invitations to take 
part in air shows to be held in 
Spain and five other European 
nations. 


FORUM (RhOTELS 



/Christmas Day Lunch 

Einjoy our traditional Christmas lunch buffet 
at the coffee shop 


with all Christmas delights 
Father Christmas 


will be there with lots of presents 
for our children.Entertainment will be by 
Rainbow Trio 
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FOR quite a long time, the Treasury was dependent on customs 
duty on imports as its main source of domestic revenue. The 
justifications for such a state of affairs were: Simplicity of 
collection at border points, very high proceeds, and protection of 
local industry. 

However, the new government programme submitted last week 
to Parliament for a vote of confidence admitted chat customs duty 
on imports, as an indirect tax, will retreat substantially in favour 
of direct taxes such as income tax and other newly introduced 
consumption tax. 

This strategic shift in tbe fiscal policy is worth some analysis. A 
hasty observer may thinfc that it is not more than an arbitrary 
decision, made by the present minister of finance, that would be 
offset in the future by another arbitrary decision in tire opposite 
direction. 

In this respect it is worthwhile to look into the situation in other 
advanced countries to read the trend. Treasuries in industrialised 
and newly industrialised countries depend heavily on one main 
direct tax, income tax. People have to set aside a portion of their 
current income, be it salary, profit, interest of rent, to finance the 
government that provides external and internal security, justice, 
organisation and other services and functions of governments. 


Income tax of course is not desired by those who pay it, simply 
because h is seen and felt, and is represented by a cash transfer to 
a tax man who does not give in return any service directly related 
to the amount paid. However, if is, or at least it could be, a just 
and fair tax, because it is proportional to the ability to pay. It 
allows acceleration with higher income, and it gives the citizen 
the feeling of a taxpayer who has the right to have tbe government 
accountable. 

On the otheT hand, the high customs duty and the exaggerated 
protection of domestic products are guaranteed prescriptions for 
consumer exploitation, inefficiency, nigh cost of production, loss 
of productivity, and lack of competitiveness in tbe export 
markets. Zt is not a coincidence that most Jordanian exports are 
those which do not benefit from customs protection, such as 
phosphate, potash, fertilisers, fruits, vegetables and other food¬ 
stuffs. 

We should also take note of the radical change in prevailing 
circumstances. Tbe dependency on customs duty may be accept¬ 
able and natural in a country that depends heavily or solely on 
importation. In that case it is virtually a consumption tax. But, 
when dependency on imports is reduced to a bare minim am, the 
Treasury’s dependency on customs duty has to be reduced too. It 


is not a coincidence that the proceeds of customs duty in 19® 
dropped by 15 per cent in terms of current Jordan dinars, wmca 
meansa sham dedine of over 40 per cent in real tenns measured 
by purchasing power. The Treasury has no option under me 
drcustmances but to look for other alternatives, because it is 
striving, not only to maintain the level of its revenue, but also to 

raise it. . . g- 

Therefore, the tax on consumption, which is effective ly a 
customs duty, as tar as imports are concerned, and an excise duty 
as far as load production is concerned, was a necessaiystep, 
duely justified fmandally and economically, and a right response 
to the new emerging circumstances. ■ 

Finall y, one has to point out the fact that high walls of 
protection for local production is One of the major obstacles for 
Arab and regional cooperation and economic integration, which 
is an inevitable objective for survival and prosperi ty- If we are 
serious about regional Arab cooperation, as a step towards one 
form or another of an Arab integration, we have to gradually 
down customs duty to give way for a unified tax on income, 
and more taxes On consumption, not only in. Jordan but also in 
every other Arab country that admits to be a part of a longer 
community. 


sacrifice is worth the Why the U.S. failed to respond to Arafat 


prize 


By John Law 


THE FALL of Romanian President Nicofae Ceansescn and 
his tyrannical system Friday completes tbe circle of re¬ 
formation in Eastern Europe albeit at a high price. Until bis 
downfall, the bets were in favour of him holding on to power 
even if that entailed tbe sacrifice of thousands of his people. 
In this context and sense tbe end of Ceansescn era is an 
added proof that tbe odds in contemporary days are solidly 
in favour of democracy and against the continuation of 
tyranny. The entire continent of Europe can now rejoice in 
overthrowing the last vestiges of totalitarian rule within its 
borders. Likewise tbe forces of freedom and democracy 
worldwide can take comfort from the fact that the tide of 
democratisation is proceeding forward at full speed and that 
the thirst for it across many other lands can never be 
quenched until reforms reach them as well. 

It is ironic that the leadership in Romania could not see 
the tide of democracy coming their way and prepare 
themselves for It as it has happened in other Warsaw Pact 
countries. The irony is even greater when it comes to other 
parts of the world where inspite of repeated warnings about 
the incoming tidal wave of democracy some governments 
sal ding to archaic justification for keeping their peoples 
under siege and chained to conditions bordering on slavery. 
The pnzzfing question is when wfll governments that 
continue to practise totalitarianism heed the call for 
democratisation and reforms? Must the bloody experience 
of Romania be repeated over and over again before the 
message of democracy soaks in the minds and hearts of 
officialdom that belong to bygone days? Most blood be 
always spilt before corrections and reformations are intro¬ 
duced? The Romanian people paid dearly with their Mood 
and offered a fine and honourable example of the price that 
people deprived of freedom are willing to sustain to attain 
their legitimate aspirations. Mankind all ova- tbe world 
owes them much gratitude and appreciation for without 
their magnificent triumph the cause of freedom would have 
remained incomplete. 

The Jordanian people who are Messed with a fine example 
of functioning democracy take special pride to salute the 
Romanian people on their victory over tyranny. At the same 
time Jordan takes time on this occasion of forward 
marching democracy everywhere in tbe world to highlight 
tbe fact that It has given its continuing process of democra¬ 
tisation additional boosts, on every opportunity, culminat¬ 
ing in a phenomenon of mushrooming and snowballing 
democracy that has attained new heights through harmo¬ 
nious and rational methods characterised by responsibility 
and common sense. Seen against this backdrop, the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has emerged as a principle 
locomotive for positive change and reformation in the 
Middle East region and as a vanguard of constructive 
evolutionary transformation. The people with a good taste 
of freedom are in the best position to appreciation the hard 
woo freedoms by other peoples and that is what brings 
Jordanians and Romanians that much closer together. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra*i Arabic daily Saturday tackled an Euro Arab meeting held 
in Paris over tbe past two days and said that the participants 
discussed the Palestine question, and the situations in the Gulf 
and Lebanon among other topics. The paper noted that the 
meeting displayed beyond any doubt tbat the Europeans want to 
prove teat they constitute a power tbat should be reckoned with 
by Moscow and Washington and that they are determined to 
conduct their business with regards to regional issues without 
external influence. Israel's claim that the Palestine problem is 
being shelved by the Europeans, whose hands are now foil in the 
light of developments in Eastern Europe, is therefore baseless, 
said the paper. It noted that the meeting in Paris proved also that 
the Europeans are concerned with holding an international 
conference on the Middle East so as to ensure Tasting peace in the 
area. The Europeans have declared that they intend to exercise 
pressure on the United States which holds the cards in the Middle 
East issue, to be more realistic and help tbe Palestinian people 
regain their right to independence, the paper added. In addition, 
the European and Arab delegates turned their attention to 
economic and technological coopration; and tins is a dear sign 
that Europe intends to maintain its dose ties with the Arab side, 
the paper pointed out. It said that the meeting can be described as 
having achieved a good degree of success and served as a 
constructive move to cement Euro-Arab relations. 


A columnist in A1 Ra'i Arabic daily launches a severe attack on 
the toppled Communist leader of Romania for his dictatorial rule 
over the past two decades. Tareq Masarweh says that Nicolae 
Ceausescu has fallen under the wrath and tbe blows of the people, 
despite U«riied States support for the dictator who it recognised as 
a hero because he confronted Moscow's policies in the Commun¬ 
ist World. Tbe writer reminds his readers that Ceausescu was 
serving the American — Zionist cause by allowing Romanian 
Jews to emigrate to Israel in return for $20,000 each. Ceausescu"s 
Romania also received unhnuted amounts of loans and assistance 
from die West; and the West German tourists thronged Roma¬ 
nia’s cities and resorts as a show of gratitude for Ceausescu and 
his policies against Moscow and in favour of Israel, the writer 
points out. He says tbe ousted dictator had ruled his country with 
an iron fist, filling government posts with his relatives and those of 
bis wife who helped to spread the rule of terrorism in Romania. 
Tbe writer says tbat as the people of Romania are engaged in 
liberating their country, tbe United States is involved in a new war 
of colonialism against a small nation, Panama, whose leader 
General Noriega had served tbe interests of foe United States for. 
so long. The writer says that the United States has no democracy 
when it comes to dealing with other nations; and it prefers the 
language of tanks and narcotics warfare in its dealings with 
Panama and other small nations in I-atin America. 


THE events in Algiers and Gene¬ 
va one year ago gave the United 
States an unprecedented oppor¬ 
tunity to use its influence to bring 
an end to the Arab-Israeli con¬ 
flict. So bow well did the adminis¬ 
tration take advantage of it? On a 
grading scale of of one to ten, it 
would be generous to award it 
with a “one.” 

To see why, just look again at 
tbe developments that took place 
last November and December, 
which the U.S. has in the mean¬ 
time failed to exploit. First the 
proclamation by Palestinians of a 
state that encompasses as its terri¬ 
tory the West Bank (including 
East Jerusalem) and Gaza, no 
more and no less. In malting this 
proclamation the Palestinians 
were telling Israel — and tbe 
U.S. as well — that in the in¬ 
terests of a final settlement they 
were ready to accept only 22 per 
* cent of Palestine for their home¬ 
land, allowing Israel to keep tbe 
other 78 per cent. Although an 
offer to accept a state within such 
boundaries bad already been a de 
facto PLO policy for many years, 
what made tbe situation different 
this time was that the Palestine 
National Council voted to make 
this policy official. Considering 
that Palestinians formed more 
than 90 per cent of Palestine’s 
population at the time of Balfour 
Declaration and still outnum¬ 
bered Israelis by more than two 
to one (while owning 93 per cent 
of the land) when Israel was 
established in 1948, this was an 
enormous compromise for them 
to offer. 

The Israelis, of course, re¬ 
jected it out of hand, because 
aside from Likud’s refusal to give 
up “one square inch” of occupied 
territory, even the supposedly 
more conciliatory Labour Party 
does not envisage allowing die 
Palestinians to have all of the 
West Bank—a substantial portin 
of it must be held for “security” 
reasons they argue, and East 
Jerusalem is “non-negotiable.” 
So what was the U.S. reaction? 

It is unfortunate, but not sur¬ 
prising, that the administration 
did not gjve the Palestinians any 
credit for their willingness to gjve 
up more than three quarters of 
their homeland. The idea that it is 
the Palestinians who have been 
the aggressors and the Israelis the 
victims has been so firmly etnbed- 
,ded in the Americhan psyche, 
through years of Israeli myth¬ 
making, that more often than no: 
the American “man in the street” 
will tell you something like: 
“Why should the Palestinians get 
anything? Let them go live some¬ 
where else. Haven't they been 
attacking Israel long enough?” 

On the other hand, many (but 
not all) foreign affairs experts in 
the administration know better 
than this, as do a few of foe top 
officials. At the same time, 
however, they are convinced in 
tbe American tradition that it is 
not “good politics” to heap public 
praise on the Palestinians for 
anything, and it is even worse 
politics to suggest that they 
should be allowed to have an 
independent state of their own. 
The result: U.S. policy, one year 
later, still favours Palestinian 
“local autonomy” in tbe West 
Bank and Gaza, but not state¬ 
hood. There has never been a 
hint that this policy will change. 

The gamble tbat failed 


Second, one year ago Yasser 
Arafat said the “magic words'*— 
recognising the “existence” of 
Israel, accepting U.N. Resolution 
242 and renouncing “terrorism” 
— that for 14 years the U.S. had 
been insisting must be spoken as 
a condition for it to “recognise or 
negotiate with” the PLO. Arafat 
had always been particularly re¬ 
luctant to say tbe words ctf recog¬ 
nition, on foe grounds 1 that Israel 
bad already gone on record as 
being uswiUzsg to recognise tbe 
PLO even if this PLO decided to 


recognise Israel. Why, Arafat 
reasoned, should he play his big¬ 
gest cards jsut for the sake of 
getting recognised by the U.S., 


when it had no effect upon Israel? 
He finally took the gamble tbat 
once tbe V.S. recognised the 
PLO it'would finally begin twist-, 
log Israel's arm to do the same. 

The U.S.'s first reaction to foe 
“magic words” looked promising. 
Shortly after Arafat's announce¬ 
ment — which be was asked to 
repeat several times until he got 
the wording just right, like a 
schoolboy reciting his lessons — 
the then secretary of state, 
George Shultz, announced that 
the U.S. was ending its quaran¬ 
tine of the PLO and would open 
up a dialogue with it. In short 
order this was done, with the 
appointment of the American 
ambassador to Tuniaa as foe sole 
authorised American channel for 
dialogue. 

Now almost a year old, this 
U.S.-PLO dialogue has gone pre¬ 
cisely nowhere, however. It is stH 
being carried on at the same, low 
ambassadorial level at which it 
began, despite PLO requests to 
move to higher-level meetings. 
Most of the PLO’s top leaders are 
not even allowed to enter the 
country. Those who are can find 
themselves deprived of foe right 
of free speech. This happened to 
Urn Jihad, widow of the assassin¬ 
ated Palestinian leader Abu 
Jihad, who, arriving with a visa, 
was told by the State Department 
that she would not be permitted 
to address the annual convention 
of the National Association ■ of 
Arab Americans, to which she 
been invited. As,for Yasser Ara¬ 
fat, the State Department made it 
dear to him only last month 
(nearly a year after the “dia¬ 
logue” had started) that he would 
not be welcomed to visit New York 
for tbepurpsose of addressing the 
U.N. General Assembly, thereby 
leading Arafat to dedine to apply 
for an American visa be knew be 
would not get Furthermore, the 
administration has not allowed 
the reopening in Washington of 
the Palestine Information Office, 
dosed down a couple of years ago 
on the grounds tbat it was an 
organ of the PLO. 


Stfll soft oa Israel 


Clearly, Arafat has so far lost, 
his gamble, in playing the card 
that gave recognition to Israel. 
Not only has U.S. recognition of 
the PLO turned out to be luke¬ 
warm and conditional, there has 
been no American pressure on 
Israel to deal with it. 

There has, in fact, been no 
pressure on Israel, period. Many 
believed George Bush’s adminis¬ 
tration would take a more realis¬ 
tic and informed view of the 
problems of tbe Middle East than 
Resident Reagan had. The selec¬ 
tion of James Baker as secretary 
of state was indeed regarded by 
many as a significant improve¬ 
ment over George Shultz, the 
man who used to lead the chant¬ 
ing of “PLO, hell no!” at gather¬ 
ings of Jewish lobby groups and 
was arguably tbe most rabid par¬ 
tisan of Israel ever to have held 
the office. In some respects Bak¬ 
er has been an improvement. He 
has not only refrained from 
appointing himself leader of an 
“Israel is always right” cheering 
section, bnt be even told a meet¬ 
ing of AIPAC last May that Israel 
should “lay aside the unrealistic i 
vision of a Greater Israel”—i.e.« , 
an Israel tbat would encompass 
tbe West Bank (induduig au of 1 
Jerusalem), Gaza, the Golan , 
Heights, and perhaps a lot more ! 
(like southern Lebanon). 

But tbe new image and occa¬ 
sionally new oratory have been 
words on the wind, bringing with 
them virtually nothing in tenns of 
progress towards a Middle East 
settlement. There has been no 
indication from Israel that Sha¬ 
mir, Arens and tbe tike have 
considered even remotely then- 
abandonment of their vision of a 
“Greater teasel.” Nor has die 
administration done anything 
that would be likely to influence 
them to do so. When Prime 
Minister Shamir came out with a 
so-called “plan” last May calling 
for elections in the West Bank 
and Gaza (on condition that tbe 
intifada stopped first) that would 




not sms red y et. 




lead foe way to establishing a 
five-year period of “local auton¬ 
omy” to be followed by discus¬ 
sions of “final status” for the 
territories, foe State Department 
greeted foe proposal with con¬ 
siderable warmth, and ever since 
has been working on ways to 
bring it to fruition. 

Aside from the fact that Sha¬ 
mir’s repeated affirmations tbat 
“final status” could never mean 
Palestinian statehood should 
have made tbe proposal a non¬ 
starter, it has been bogged down 
from the outset over the question 
of which Palestinians should en¬ 
ter negotiations to discuss how to 
hold elections which would pro¬ 
duce Palestinians who would later 
be able to enter new negotiations 
to determine whether a baas for 
negotiations with Israel over a 
final settlement exists or not. No 
kidding! But what has prevented 
this “plan” from getting past even 
tbe first step is Israel’s determina¬ 
tion not to allow any PLO official 
or anyone appointed by tbe PLO 
to be a member of the Palestinian 
team that would negotiate foe 
modality of tbe proposed elec¬ 
tions. 


other tough conditions, has been 
giving his election i<k^ its support 
and been searching for ways to 
foist It onto foe PLO without 
allowing foe PLO direct repre¬ 
sentation. Current American 
policy calls for the U.S. to get 
together with Israel and Egypt, 
which would act as middleman 
for tbe Palestinians, in order to 
select Palestinian negotiators 
acceptable to Israel. However, if 
the administration does not suc¬ 
ceed, it will not put meaningful 
pressure on Israel to drop its 


opposition to having PLO repre¬ 
sentatives. 


That tirijf would be tikdy to 
happen should be no surprise, 
because during the very period 
when Shamir’s prevarications 
have been making it increasingly 
clear that his “plan” is really jnst 
a pretext to stall, the U.S. has 
been rewarding Israel with a 
series of largely unpublicised 
offers of new aid. 

fri the meantime, foe Palesti¬ 
nians both inside and outside the 


occupied territories are getting 
more and-more frustrated, and 
every day there are more of them 
who call for an escalation of 
'armed conflict. At the same time, 
die trend in Israel shows a rise in 
foe power of foe hardliners. So 
while Rome is burning, the policy 
makers in Washington remain 
absorbed with counting how 
many angles can fit on the end of 
a pin. The metaphor may be 
mixed, but the truth is aU too 
stark — Middle East Inteiuation- 
al, London. 




Let Rome burn 




Tbe U.S., although grumbling 
oocarinaUy o.ver some of Shamir’s 


LETTERS_ 

Oversight 


Gifts & Tableware From: 


To tbe Editor: 


THE Jordan Tones of Dec. IS, 
1989 published on page 3 an 
article about the Al Hussein Soci¬ 
ety for foe Physically Handicap¬ 
ped bazaar. 

Amongst all foe embassies, you 
mentioned Sweden, which did 
not participate. You, however, 
foiled to mention the Scandina- 
vian Ladies of Amman (SLA). 
The SLA’s stand produced tbe 
largest revenue that day.' 

The SLA represents foe follow¬ 
ing nationalities: 

Denmark 

Finland 

Iceland 

Nonfray 

Sweden 

Most items sold were prepared 
or contributed by members of tbe 
Scandinavian Ladies of Amman. 
Unlike other participants of the 
bazaar, who had official embassy 
backing. 

We trust you will correct this 
oversight and give credit where 
credit is due. 


Albany Fine China 
Aynsley China 
Baccarat 
Coalport China 
D. Porthault 
De Porcefeyne Fles 
Goebel 
Herrend 

isle of Wight Glass 
Kaiser Porzellan 


Lladro 

Noblesse Crystal 
Raynaud Limoges 
Royal Copenhagen 
Royal Worcester 
Saint Hilaire Silver 
Spode 

Val Saint Lambert 
Waterford Crystal 
Wedgwood 


Ercuis Silver 


and the famous 


neuhaus 


Belgian Chocolate 
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Mrs. Connie Saheiroat 
Mrs. LeneRawashdeh 
Mrs. Eva Greve 
Tbe Bazaar Co-ordinators 
The Scandinavian Ladies of 
Amman 
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good will 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN -—* Relations be- 
tween Jordan and Pakistan date 
back-to the days of the creation 
of Pakistan four decades ago, 
add these ties continue to be 

'strengthened, based on good¬ 
will, the cdmmonfaith — Mam 
—and shared beliefs and view¬ 
points. That’s how the ex- 
ambassador of Pakistan to Jor¬ 
dan summed up his impressions 
at the -end of his tenure in the 
Kjngdom. 

Saghir Hussein Syed, who 
left . Jordan earlier this month 
after three years of stay in the 
Khwk»n, said: “Ties between 
Palostan and Jordan are strong, 
permanent, and based on good¬ 
will, Both share common be¬ 
liefs and a common faith, and 
have not differed much with 
each other's poficses.” 

The ambassador noted that 
relations have been very close 
between the leaderships of the 
two coumries jance the time of 
the late President Field Marshal 
Ayyoub Khan. “When crises 
arose, both countries have 
acted as brothers putting the 
solid relationship to the test,” 
the ambassador. He pointed 
out that the late President “Zia 
nl-Haq” served in Jordan as an 
officer of the army along with a 
large number of officers. 

“The Jordanian armed forces 
remember the Pakistani sol¬ 
dier's dedication,' honesty, and 
concerted efforts,” Hussein 
Syed said; 

“The two countries have ex¬ 
changed views and learned 
from each other’s experiences.” 

’ Withthe newly elected prime' 
minister, Benam 1 B&htto, rela¬ 
tions continue tp.be warm. His 
Majesty^ ^Kis^^Hnssem and 
Bhutto met in Tokyo this sum¬ 
mer at the.funeral of Emperor 
Hirobito and Bhutto paid tri¬ 
bute to His Majesty’s lead¬ 
ership' saying that in Wm Pakis¬ 
tan “sees a mend of Arabs and 
MusKra countries, always avail¬ 
able to give genuine advice, 
guidance, and assistance,” said 
the ambassador. 

Democracy has taken its 
roots in both countries, he 
added: "Both countries have 
undergone recent elections 
which have allowed deinocracy 
to flourish”. 

“Opposition is another 
dimension to elections, and it 
always wishes to oust the sitting 
government But this is a heal¬ 
thy sign, because without it a 
refoxed atmosphere is created,* 
paving the way for corruption. 
Jordan's democracy has come 
after some tune,” Hussein Syed 
asserted: 

The ambassador believes that 
the majority of the Jordanians 
were voy happy with the Nov. 
8 -ckclion&. "What docs one 
vritnt flnhlly out of a goveni- 
mettt?That there be proper 
roadsi hospitals, schools and 
other essential necessities. So 
elections have taken place, one 
party w& more organised, than 
the others, and it got over 30 
seats in the Lower House,” he 
said, “I feel that phase one has 
been achieved by- holding 
peaceful and fair elections. In 
the near Jamie Parliament is 
going to be a great advantage; 
there will be problems here and 
there;-some fundamentalists 
j have their own views on how 
tbe country should be run.” 

The ambassador went on to 
say that- state administration 
and religion diffe r “for, in reh- 
gjkm one has fo unite the people 
mtoone teamwithout allowing 
.what one party-says to be ex¬ 
ecuted in totality.” He said that 
if religion “is twisted to such an 

I extern that it is creating conflict 

and dfofifce among the people, 
then it is not foflowing the 
proper-teachings of Islam. 

“One thousand four hundred 
yea« ago, the Prophet Moha¬ 
mad was able to umte the total 
Muslims ofthe worid under one 
that is democracy,” 
he sad.'-. • - 

Tbe ambasador praised His 
Majesty’s handling Jordan's. 

as a model for other 
fwuiines. “It Is a pride for the 
""ddte Eastern countries to see 
now Jordan- is adminis tered.” 
f 1 * said- “Now tharI am leav- 
•o& .I wffl_ cany with me my 
^S^foj^nsKnis of a social- 
CQ nntr y X am OOQ- 
Went thtt- NrH^n ent will take 

:8t ^?^^^fokistani relations 

. in tite military 

of Pakis¬ 


tani officers visit Jordan, and 
vice versa. Pakistan has half a 
million citizens in the army out 
of its 105 mini on population. 
Both countries initially were 
under British coHooialism, re¬ 
calls Hussain Syed, who was 
originally a general in the army. 
“British officers are excellent 
soldiers. Hence, both countries 
benefited well from this. As an 
ambassador half of my tune was 
spent organising mutual train¬ 
ing courses,” be added. 

The ambassador pointed out 
that Jordan “is rich in its human 
resources, and has a high stan¬ 
dard of education. “He believes 
that the educ atio nal institutions 
in Jordan can compete with any 
top institutions in the world. 
“Also, that genuine efforts 
have been made in educating 
the people of Jordan,” he 
noted. In the last 20 years, he 
said, Pakistan has received over 
15,000 to 20,000 Jordanian sm- 1 
dents. In view of this a Jorda¬ 
nian-Pakistani graduate chib 
has been established here. “Not 
many Pakistanis come to study 
here because of the many in¬ 
stitutions in Pakistan,” he said. 
“In addition, fees here have 
become very high for foreign. 
students, whereas fees in Pakis¬ 
tan are low for Jordanians 
wishing to study there.” 

The ambassador agrees that 
ecoiKmucaDy Jordan has had a 
set-back. But he explains that 
there “are certain times when 
economic policies go wrong. 
Rat many institutions have 
opened up, in Jordan and many 
p ro gram mes have been set up 
m order to help solve this prob¬ 
lem.” The ambassador is very 
optimistic where Jordan's eco¬ 
nomy is con ce rn ed because of 
the tremendous efforts being 
made. 

Pakistan is the fourth largest 
country to import Jordan's 
phosphate and exports hand¬ 
made artifacts to the King dom 

Pakistan is an agricultural 
country. Before the partition it 
was known to be the greenery 
of India. Most Pakistanis living 
in Jordan work in the field of 
agriculture. Pakistan, said Hus¬ 
sein Syed,” has plenty of water, 
it is rich in dams both fix’ canal 
irrigation and areas that do not 
have canals. Jordan does not 
have any canals except one in 
the valley. Both countries have 
the same sort of agriculture in 
terms of their drip systems, and 
water conservation. So Pakista¬ 
ni fanners work in the Jordan 
Valley and Madaba, and raise 
tobacco and vegetable crops.” 

Despite the feet that there 
have been many Pakistanis in 
Jordan for more than 20 years, 
not more than 100 have taken 
the Jordanian citizenship: 

Jordan is the second home to 
15,000 Pakistanis, and likewise, 
Pakistan hosts many Jordanians 
studying and working there,” 
according to the ambassador. 
They marry amongst them¬ 
selves, and they are looked 
after by the Jordanian govern¬ 
ment. Small groups work in the 
cement, and potash factories. 

On the Palestinian question, 
the ambassador explains: “The 
problem is one of all Muslims of 
the world, and Arabs. The un¬ 
armed Palestinians of the intifa¬ 
da are supported by the people 
of Pakistani An international 
peace conference suggested by 
His Majesty is the answer.” 

“He said that “everyone 
knows that the Palestinians 
have a genuine problem, of 
their desire for an independent 
state and resolve their relations 
with the Israelis are totally'on 
the right lines.” 

Benazir Bhutto has accepted 
an invitation to come to Jordan 
and will pay the visit once she. 
establishes domestic political 
stability, according to the 
ambassador. “She totally sup¬ 
ports the Palestinians in their 
plight,” Yasser Ar afat has 
already made two visits to 
Pakistan this year he said. 

The present Pakistani ambas¬ 
sador to Brazil, Tank Africfi, 
wfll be fiffing in Hussein Syed’s 
vacant post. He is expected to 
be here in February. “My wife 
and X are leaving Jordan fuDy 
content that during our stay 
here we have worked probably 
as we would have in our own 
country in social prgmisations, j 
and professional fields. We 

have both taken akeca and 

active interest m Jordan, Hus¬ 
sein Syed concluded. 


Children pay debts 


The poor world is now paying the rich world 
$178 billion a year — three times as much as all 
the aid it receives — to service its debts. One 
result is that spending on health, nutrition and 
education has been cut back in many countries 
over the last five years. "What this means,” says 
UNICEF in its 1990 State of the World's Children 
report, "is that the heaviest burden of the debt 
crisis is falling on the growing minds and bodies 
of children in the developing world". 


After decades of steady adv¬ 
ance, large areas of the develop¬ 
ing world have been sliding back¬ 
wards in the 1980s. On average, 
incomes are down 10 per cent in 
Latin America and 25 per cent in 
sub-Saharan Africa. “For the 
very poor who are forced to 
spend three-quarters of their in¬ 
comes on food,” says UNICEF, 
“falling wages mwn rising mal¬ 
nutrition". 

In three-quarters of the nations 
of Africa and Latin America, 
health spending perperson has 
declined in the 1980s and the 
consequences are now becoming 
visible. Hundreds of health dimes 
have been dosed and many which 
remain open are understaffed and 
lacking essential supplies. Infant 
mortality is known to have risen 
in parts of Africa and Latin 
America. The inddence of low 
birth weight, a sensitive indicator 
of the well-being of women, has 
increased in seven nations out of 
the fifteen for which recent in¬ 
formation is available. 

Children have also been paying 
the Third World's debt with the 
loss of their only opportunity to 
be educated, says UNICEF. In 
the 37 poorest countries of the 
world, spending per head on 
schools has declined by approx¬ 
imately 25% in the last decade. In 
one out of every five developing 
countries, primary school num¬ 
bers have actually .declined and in 
two out of every three countries 
spending per student is lower now 
than in 1980. 

In addition to these measurable 


consequences of the debt crisis, 
UNICEF also cites the concerns 
expressed by its own staff, work¬ 
ing in over 100 nations of the 
world, who are reporting in¬ 
creases in child abandonment, 
juvenile delinquency, accidents, 
and drug abuse. 

“The chilling injustice of what 
is happening,” says UNICEF, “fo 
escaping our attention, passing by 
our windows on the smooth flow 
of economic analysis, disguising 
itself in the respectable clothing 
of the financial vocabulary”. 

Human Capital 

“The central thesis of this 
year’s message from UNICEF,” 
says the agency's Executive 
Director James Grant, “is that 
children should be protected 
from the worst consequences of 
the adult world's excesses and 
mistakes, whether we are talking 
about violence or war of about 
the cumulative effects of econo¬ 
mic mismanagement.” 

Apart from the obvious moral 
case, the report argues that there 
is also a strong economic case for 
protecting the rising generation. 
“Human capital is a far more 
important factor in economic 
growth than physical capital,” 
says economist Dr. Richard Jolly, 
a Deputy Executive Director of 
UNICEF. “Investment in human 
capital in the form of nutrition, 
basic education, and health can¬ 
not be postponed: it either takes 
place at an appropriate age when 
the need is present — or it does 
not. For the young child, there is 



After a rapid rise in the 60s and 70s, the proportion of the 
developing world's children enrolled in school has begun to 
fell again. The first World Conference on Education for All, 
meeting in Thailand in March 1990, win seek ways to 
reverse the trend — UNICEF. 


no second chance. The under- 
emphasized tragedy of the disin¬ 
vestment in human capital in the 
1980s is that the results will be 
carried forward in stunted bodies 
and deficient educations well into 
the 21st century.” 

In part, the vulnerable could be 
protected by shifting the balance 
of spending in their favour. But in 
many countries, says UNICEF, 
this will probably not be possible 
without increased support from 
the industrialized nations. 

“Politically, it is no easy task,” 
says Grant, “to engineer a shift in 
priorities from urban hospitals to 
rural clinics, from national air¬ 
lines to domestic bus routes, from 
prestigious lecture halls to hum¬ 
ble primary schools, from meet¬ 
ing the focused expectations of 
the politically powerful to the 
diffuse hopes of the poor 
majority”. 

“Now is therefore the time for 
the developing nations to draw up 
plans for expanding primary 
education and primary health 
care systems, for low cost water 
and sanitation systems, for 
national nutrition programmes, 
for reducing child deaths and 
child illnesses, and for protecting 
the environment. Given some 
progress in resolving the debt 
crisis, such plans could form the 
basis for an increased and newly 
directed AID and investment 
effort in the decade ahead." 

“There are increasing signs," 
says the report, “that increases in 
aid would be supported by the 
public of the industrialized world 
IF it was widely felt that aid was 
being used for the attack on 
poverty and the defence of the 
environment.'* 

Sacrifices 

The prospects for progress will 
remain gloomy while more than a 
quarter of the developing world's 
earnings are sluiced away in debt 
repayments instead of being in¬ 
vested in growth, says the report. 
But there are some small signs of 
hope as the 1990s begin. 

in the last two years, the total 
debt of the developing world has 
fallen for the first time since the 
crisis began in the early 1980s. 
‘There is also growing recogni¬ 
tion,” says UNICEF, “that more 
dramatic and decisive action on 
debt is in the interests of both 
industrialized and developing 
worlds. Such action should in¬ 
dude writing off most of the 
remaining debts owed by Africa' 
to the governments of the west¬ 
ern industrialized nations and 
further reductions in the commer¬ 
cial debts of many Latin Amer¬ 
ican countries”. 

“Without such action," says 
UNICEF, “the crisis will cast its 
shadow over the next decade and 
the lives, the health, the growth, 
and the education of millions of 
children ofthe 1990s will again be 
sacrificed on the altar of debt”. 
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Children are hardest hit by the debt crisis — has been cat back in perhaps half the nations 

spending on nutrition, health and education of the developing world says UNICEF. 


'ITALIAN CRESTURANT 


Snjoy 

X -MAS candle light dinner-24/12 
XJMLAS traditional lunch-25/12 

t ~ 

053t GLbjiint Q&immi&itgf 


Pfease make Your reservation 


Jabal Amman - between 5th,6th cirie, 
Tel 821985 
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For all youn 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmeisani 

' P .O. Box 7S06 

Amman. Jordan 
Tel. 604076. 604696 


CROWN 




packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storaging, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 
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THE NAME 
YOU TRUST 


TOP QUALITY 
HOUSEHOLD 
APPLIANCES 




The first A best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan. 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
AhFiyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel 638968 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


MiiS-W ;T;Tm 


Special Executive Luncheons 

. Take away service 
' available 

Open Daily 12B0-a30pm 
. 7.30-tl.30pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
ibwwds 3id circle 


Tel:659519 659520 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine In Amman. 
Chinese Ranting pot is available 


Opendady 12.-00-15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Airman. Jordan 

< Tel: 661922 > 


TEL 604671 


^ CHEN’S x 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come-and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

■v 6:30 - Midnight > 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour -Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO phete 

size 30% larger 

* Free eniarge- 
ment 20 x 30 can 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 

Tak»-j»iray sAnrlca 

Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 



[CAMERA CLINIC 

QUALITY REPAIR SERVICE 
FOR ALL CAMERA MAKES 



Same Day Service 
for all E6 films at 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 

Wadi Saqra sir. 
Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel : 633418 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 



H. DERDER1AN & SON. 

DOWNTOWN - AMMAN 
OPPOSITE ARAD DANK 

TEL: 622420 



Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


For your convenience 

PHILIPS 


are displayed at 

SAFEWAY 
INTERNATIONAL 
Good offers for holiday 
seasons 



LUNCH A DINNER 

iimiim_ — 



Budget 

rant o 


rentacar*" 

If you have tried the rest, 
now come to the BEST 

BUDGET 
rent a car 

sensational 
40% discount 
Christmas offer 

Tel: 604231 
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The tale of 
two blue chips 


By Chet Carrier 
The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — One blue-chip 
stock multiplied your money to 
nearly 10 times its former 
value. Another turned your 
dollar into less than a dime. 

That, in microcosm, was the 
story of the 1980s on Wall 
Street — a decade in which 
many fortunes were made, and 
more than a few weie lost, in a 
roaring bull market. 

- To pick the biggest winner 
among the 30 stocks that now 
mflirt* up the Dow Jones in¬ 
dustrial average, you bad to 
ignore a gathering storm over 
the tobacco industry. 

The company in question 
was Philip Morris, whose 
shares increased almost 850 
per cent in value from the 
beginning of the '80s through 
mid-December, according to 
calculations by William 
Lefevre at the investment firm 
of Advest Incorporated. Ad¬ 
justed for splits, Philip Morris^ 
stock soared from $4.50 to* 
$40-plus. 

Philip Morris, widely known 
as the producer of Marlboro 
and several other cigarette 
brands, began a diversification 
programme many years ago 
with Miller Brewing Company. 

In the '80s it claimed the 
status of world's largest manu¬ 
facturer of consumer products 
-with the acquisitions of Gener¬ 
al Foods and Kraft Inc., gam¬ 
ing such famili ar product lines 
as Maxwell House coffee and 
Post cereals. 

Meanwhile, it strengthened 
its hold as the dominant force 
in the tobacco industry. 

Biggest loser 

At the other end of the 
standings, Navistar Interna¬ 
tional was the biggest loser 
among the Dow 30, falling 
from $39.12 at the start of the 
'80s to less than $4 recently. 

Navistar, known a decade 
ago as International Harvester, 
left the form- and construction- 
machinery businesses to con¬ 
centrate on making trucks and 
diesel-powered equipment. It 
suffered through a seven-year 
spell of losses before recently 
returning to profitability. 

Among the winners, Philip 
Morris wasn't alone in benefit¬ 
ing from the ravenous consum¬ 
er appetites of the ’80s. 

Close behind it in die Dow 


performance ranking stood 
McDonald’s Corporation, up 
nearly 700 per cent; Coca- 
Cola, up nearly 600 per cent, 
and Merck, the health care 
giant, up more than 500 per 
cent. 

Like Navistar, Bethlehem 
Steel, which was down more 
than 20 per cent, and Interna¬ 
tional Business 'Machines 
(IBM), up less than 50 per 
cent, reflected the many prob¬ 
lems of the economy’s indust¬ 
rial sector. 

What did all this mean for a 
diversified portfolio of stocks? 
Once the big winners and los¬ 
ers are balanced out, the Dow 
Jones industrial average has 
more than tripled. “All in all, 
not a bad 10 years," Lefevre 
observed. 

In the past week, the aver¬ 
age suffered something of a 
setback, beset by fears that 
softening real estate markets 
might increase the odds of a 
recession in 1990. It dosed 
Friday at 2,711.39, down 28.16 
from the week before. 

The New York stock ex¬ 
change composite index drop¬ 
ped 1.50 to 191.95; the Nasdaq 
composite index for the over- 
the-counter market rose 73 to 
444.57, and the American 
stock exchange market value 
index was down 1.50 at 191.95. 

Volume on the big board 
average d 168.70 mfilion shares 
a day, against 185.54 milli on 
the week before. 

Just bow the experience of 
the ’80s might translate into 
good decisions for the ’90s 
remains to be seen. 

Some say the new decade, 
like die old one, may begin 
with a recession, especially 
since the great prosperity of 
the past several years has left a 
lot of debts to be paid. 

Others contend mat the pes¬ 
simists and the skeptics, who 
missed many an opportunity in 
the '80s, may just wind up 
repeating the same mistake. 

Whatever happens, howev¬ 
er, people in the stocks and 
bonds business, say the story of 
the ’80s’ big winners and losers 
provides a dramatic demon¬ 
stration of the virtues of a 
diversified investment prog¬ 
ramme. 

Anyone who owned 510,000 
each of die best and worst bine 
chips through the ’80s would 
have an $80,000-plus Philip 
Morris profit as consolation, 
and then some, for a $9000 
Navistar loss. 


EC paves way for E. Germany accord 

BRUSSELS (AP) — European Community’s (EC) ministers 
Friday paved the way for the European Commission to start 
negotiations with East Germany on a trade and economic 
cooperation agreement, an EC official said. The move means that 
negotiations can start early in 1990, and possibly be concluded by 
late February, the spokesman said. He said that the Council of 
Ministers bad agreed to a request by West Germany that the EC 
abolish quotas on most of cast Germany’s form and industrial 
exports as soon as possible, rather than by the mid-1990s, as a 
gesture of support for the moves toward democracy in East 
Germany. The EC already has made similar gestures in favour of 
Poland and Hungary. The agreement with East Germany also 
likely would involve cooperation in agriculture, mining, banking, 
health and environment protection. 

Ford to sel I debt securities 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Ford Motor Company intends to sell 
$1.55 billion in debt securities to pay for its recent acquisition of 
Associates, the nation’s third-largest independent finance com¬ 
pany, according to documents filed Friday. In a registration 
statement filed with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission 
(SEC), Ford said it is seeking to issue the debt securities through 
Ford Holdings Inc., a subsidiary formed in September to acquire 
Associates. The debt securities will be sold “to reduce short-term 
debt, including borrowing to fund the acquisition of Associates," 
according to the registration statement Ford acquired Dallas- 
based Associates First Capital Corp. from Paramount Communica¬ 
tions Inc. for $3.35 billion Oct 31. According to the statement. 
Ford financed the Associates acquisition through $2.25 billion in 
loans and the issuance of $800 million in flexible rate auction 
preferred stock. Last month, a Ford subsidiary began a $25 billion 
cash tender offer to acquire Jaguar PLC, the British luxury 
.carmaker. 

Whitbread seifs liquor division 

LONDON (AP)—Whitbread and Co. PLC, a British brewer, said 
Friday it is selling its liquor division to AHied-Lyons PLC, a major 
British liquor company, for £545 million ($877 million). The deal 
follows Whitbread's announcement in October that it had decided 
to concentrate on brewing and leisure retailing activities, particu¬ 
larly pubs, restaurant chains and hotels. Whitbread's liquor 
division is made up of two main companies, James Burrcmgh 
Distillers, which produces brands such as Beefeater gin and Long 
John scotch whisky, and the Buckingham Wine Co., which imports 
and distributes wines and liquors in the United States. Whitbread’s 
85 per cent holding in the Adas Peak Vineyards in California, as 
well as Julius Wile Napa Californian Wines are included in the 
deal. Pre-tax profit of the businesses being sold was £23.5 million 
($38 million) in the year ending Feb, 2. The company did not break 
out after-tax profit and revenue for them. Affied-Lyons’ acquisition 
follows its $325 million takeover of Dunkin’ Donuts, a U.S.-based 
donuts and coffee franchise restaurant chain. It obtained control of 
Dunkin'.Donuts Thursday. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


U.S. dollar 
Found Sterling 
Deutsdwnirk 
Swiss franc 


Thursday, Decem b e r 21,1989 
Central Bank official rates 

Bn Scfl French hue lffiM) 110.1 

mao Min Japanese yen (for 100) 447.8 4513 

.SSS St 329.6 3319- 

SSK SmdBheSw mo tt*fl 

JJK ItflBan Bra (for 10m 50.0 

414.6 418.7 BeigiM franc (for 10) 177 J 179.1 


Two industries to benefit 
from Kuwait fund loan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Two Jorda¬ 
nian companies are to receive a 
total of eight iwflHon Knwahl 
dinars as loans from the 
Kuwait Fund for Arab Econo¬ 
mic Development to bdp fi¬ 
nance their expansion projects 
oaitfer an agreement at 

the Ministry of Planning here 
Saturday. 

One of the beneficiaries is. the 
Jordan Electricity Authority 
(JEA), winch wffl get 3-25 mfl- 
Rw Kuwaiti dinars that wU be 
used to finance the transfer of 
installation of two gas-powered 
ftn+rfpgfl flt the RMtth gas fields 
near the Iraqi border. He tur¬ 


bines, which are loc ated so uth 
of Amman, wffl be driven by 
gas extracted from the fields 

instead of transporting the gas 

to the location. 

The loan wffl also be used to 
bdp JEA to purchase and in¬ 
stall equipment n ee d e d for the 
operation w«d its transformer 

stations as wefi as other tech¬ 
nical and power distribution 


phosphate-based fertilisers 
which are produce d at the ferti- 
fiser plant in Aqaba and to 
purchase spare parts for the 
JPMC mines and fertiliser 


The other beneficiary b the 
Jordan Phosphate Mines Com¬ 
pany (JPMC), which will re¬ 
ceive a total 4.75 million 
Kuwaiti dinars. The loan wffl 
bdp JPMC to mine and process 


Over the past four months 
' the Kuwait Fund for Arab Eco¬ 
nomic Development has been 
conducting feasibility studies 
on the two projects, which were 
Jatyr endorsed by the fund’s 
board. 

The agreement was signed by 
Minister of Planning Awuf A1 
Masri and the brad’s director- 
general, Bader Mnsbari. 


Biggest ba nkruptcy case in history ends 

Hunt relinquishes estate 


DALLAS (AP) — Ex-billionaire 
William Herbert Hunt has relin¬ 
quished his estate, bringing to a 
conclusion one of the biggest 
personal bankruptcies in history. 

Herbert and his brother. Nel¬ 
son Bunker Hunt, were once two 
of the richest men of the world, 
with a net worth of more than S3 
billion. On Thursday, a week 
after the bankruptcy case ended, 
Herbert relinquished bos estate to 
a liquidating trustee. 

Hunt’s financial problems be- 

I gan in 1980 when be and his 
brother lost $1.5 billion speculat¬ 
ing in tbe silver futures markets. 
The silver losses were compound¬ 
ed by foiling real estate prices and 
the collapse of the o3 market 
The brothers filed for bank¬ 
ruptcy protection in September 
1988, shortly after a New York 
■ jury found they had conspired to 


comer the silver market 
On June 14, U.S. bankruptcy 
Judge Harold Abramson granted 
the brothers' request that 601 
silver claims be dismissed from 
the bankruptcy proceedings 
However, the decision left in¬ 
tact almost 600 claims amounting 
to about $360 milli on stemming 
from the brothers’ silver specula¬ 
tion. Included in that is a reduced 
$134.6-million judgment in 
favour of Mmepaco S.A. of Peru. 

On Thursday U.S. bankruptcy 
Judge Harold Abramson signed 
the order that will transfer the 
fallen oilman’s estate to a li¬ 
quidating trust within 10 days. 
Hunt* s $169 milli on estate will be 
liquidated to pay creditors over 
the next six years, absolving him 
of nearly $1 billion in debts. 

Seventy per cent of Herbert's 
holdings will go to the U.S. feder- 


Tin council settles 
wrangle over debts 


LONDON (R) — The Interna¬ 
tional Tin Council (FTC) said ; 
Friday it had approved a near I 
$300 nwflk m settlement with ere- \ 
ditors, ending four years of legal < 
wrangling since it collapsed leav- i 
ing huge debts. 

Under the out-of-court deal, 
creditors will be paid March 30, 
1990, and in return will drop all 
claims against the council arising 
from tiie suspension of its buffer 
stock and price-stabilising opera¬ 
tions in October 1985. 

Creditor banks and brokers 
said tbe amount of the settlement 
—£182.5 million ($295.7 million) 

— was tbe minimum needed to 
drop claims of about £500 million 
($810 million) arising from the 
breakdown of the International 
Tin Agreement, which was run by 
the ITC. 

The tin market was thrown into 
crisis in October 1985 when the 
tin pact ran out of cash. Prices 
phnnmetted as the ITC stopped 
buying metal and defaulted on 
outstanding contracts, causing big 
losses for brokers and for banks 
who lent it money. 

THE BETTER HALF. 


The 22-nation council had run 
a buffer stock to stabilise prices, 
buying up surplus tin at a floor 
price weO above the value it 
would otherwise have com¬ 
manded. 

Tin was being held around an 
artificially high level of £8,100 
($13,122) a tonne in London 
when tbe pact’s buffer stock man¬ 
ager pulled tbe plug on the 
market. 

Discussions over the out-of- 
court settlement have dragged on 
for months. ■’ 

The breakthrough came when 
one remaining creditor — Malay¬ 
sian Trader Manila! Commodities 
— agreed to accept. The deal was 
conditional on all primary credi¬ 
tors being party to it. 

Over the past four years credi¬ 
tors pursued legal action against 
the ITC in one of die biggest 
cases of commercial default. But 
they met with little success. 

Brokers and banks sought red¬ 
ress in the courts, but British 
courts ruled the ITC was immune 
from legal action. 

' 9 By Harris 

HAtfRiS J 



ai tax agency, and the other 30 
per cent will be divided among 
the r emaining creditors, including 
Manufacturers Hanover and Min- 
peco S.A. 

Hugh Ray, an attorney for 
Manufacturers Hanover Trust 
Company, said it was “miracu¬ 
lous” to have two such sizable 
bankruptcy cases resolved in 15 
months. 

Under tbe plan confirmed 
Thursday, Herbert will be strip¬ 
ped of ms assets, which are con¬ 
centrated heavily in depressed 
Texas and Arizona real estate. 

Hunt will lose his $400,000 
salary, but he will keep Ins Cadil¬ 
lac car, $1.2 million Dallas man¬ 
sion, personal effects totaling 
.$50,000 and a 50 per cent interest 
in non-producing ofl and gas 
properties. 

Poland 
signs IMF 
letter of 
intent 

WARSAW ( AP) — Poland’s top 
finance officials signed an Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund (IMF) 
letter of intent Saturday, pledging 
to m ake far-reaching and painful 
economic reforms in return for 
I large amounts of Western aid, die 
[ state news agency reported. 

Deputy Prime Minister Leszek 
I Balcerowicz and the chairman of 
I the National Bank of Poland, 
Wladyslaw Baka, initialled the 
i letter, which will be forwarded to 
the IMF in Washington, D.C. 

Prime Minister Tadeusz Mazo- 
tgjecki and his council of minis¬ 
ters met through the night Friday, 
reviewing the stringent plan 
under which PolandT vows to 
choke off 900 per cent inflation, 
cut budget deficits and weather 
unemployment and poverty. 

Tbe plan, negotiated since 
Maxowiecki formed the non- 
Communist-led government in 
September, is tied to the .most 
extensive economic reform leg¬ 
islation ever attempted in the 
East Bloc. Introduced in parlia¬ 
ment a week agos, the program¬ 
me would overhaul the central¬ 
ised state-run economy and re¬ 
place it with a market-oriented 
system. 

The IMF agreement will certify 
to Western leaders that Poland is 
making serious efforts to put its 
economy in order. 


Weekly Amman Financial Market trading 

ammak (jT) _ The following tabic summarises trading atXmtks atMarket starting 

wJS^Mdnesday Dec. 20. *9. (Bgures to Jordanian dnuus). 

n in r rf nnurmrr Number Vofnme 'OpafaJ Clwbg F* 

Nbmc company rfahares nrt* pt** 


Vofaxme 
of trade 


Hanking and financial institutions 


j Industrial Development Bank 


Arab Jordan Investment Bank 

Cairo Amman Bank .. 

Bank of Jordan. 

Arab Bank.— 


1 Jordan Finance House for Development .— 


National Financial Investments 


I ArabFmanoe Corporation (Iordan) 

Jordan Securities Corporation. 

I Real Estate Financing Corporation 


Middle East Insurance . 

Jordan French Insurance .. 

Jordan Insurance —..—.. . — 

Arab Life and Accident Insurance . 

Yarmouk Insurance and Reinsurance .... 

Holy Land Insurance. 

WnbxMphia Ins u ra n ce . 

Arab Union International Insurance. 

Jerusalem Insurance. 

Joraan-Gnlf Insurance. 

General Arabia Insurance —. 


United Insurance 


General Investments..... 

tnma for Investment and Financial Facilities. — 

Daxco for Housing fliyt Investment.—.— 4341 

Real Estate Investment (Aqarco) .. 760912 

Jordan Gulf Real Estate Investment. 1242463 

Petra Enterprises and Leasing Equipments. — 

Equipme nt I A Maiirtenance/Ta’jeeroo. 134750 

International Contracting & Investment . — 

Jordanian Electric Power..... 6623 

Irtrid District Electricity. -~- 

Arab International Hotels.-. U317L 

Hotels and Tourism. , “7 

United Middle East and Commodore Hotels.16500 

Garage Owners Federation Office . 

Jordan National Shipping Lines. 104200 

JordanPressFoundation . SOU 

Jordan Press and Publishing . 9580 

Dar AJShaabPress, Printing and Publishing. — 

Jordan Dairy.-. 1 ?52 

Arab Pharmaceutical Manufacturing. 18295 

tatennediate Petrochemical Industries.95605 

Jordan Phosphate Mines..—. 2197 

Industrial, Commoxial and Agricultural (Intaj) .... 35238 

Arab Chemical Detergent Industries 3113 

Jordan Kuwait for Agricultural Products .. 502850 

Jordan Sweets and Chocolate Manufacturing.... —: 

Ainrirfm Indust ries .. 54423 

Arfth Alnminf imi Manufacturing .. 100425 

Jordan Worsted Mills. — 

Jordan Ceramics. 12831 

Chemical Industries. 34300 

Jordan Industries and Match (JIMCO).. 501362 

Dar AlDtewa’ for Development and Investment.... 25658 

National Steellndustries. 10445 

Universal Chemical Industries ...*•••- 53520 

General Mining. . — 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery.~. 6516 

Jordan Lime & Brick. — 


3200 

52480 

1.650 

1200 

2982 

. 2.460 

2150 

2951 

1370 

36630 

76191 

2.080 

— 

— 

— 

- 

_ 

— 

981 

13739 

14.000 

2270 

474545 

209500 

12606 

31776 

2320 

19750 ‘ 

65286 

3330 

_ 

— 

— 

60011 

118631 

1.980 

15600 

39394 

2.480 

_ V 

— 

— 

_ 

. — 

— 

3666 

3391 

0.920 

110,000 

199,100 

1.900 

11603 

20896 

1300 

18090 

45475 

2.500 

1500 

1950 

1300 

— 

— 

— 

__ 

— 

— 

2670 

3898 

1.420 

3684 

5203 

1.430 

846 

1396 

1.650 

. 100 

162 

1.620 

_ 

— 

— 

1694 

2897. 

1.700 

— 

— 

-— 




250 

382 

1.520 

__ 

— 

— 

4341 

4501 

1.030 

7 60912 

625080 

0.760 

1242463 

651678 

0.470 



— 

134750 

55670 

0.900 

6623 

9719 

1.450 


14.000 

210.000 

2.520 


3:000 
1.000 
1.400 
LQ00 
UNO 
5.000 
• 5.000 
10.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
13)00 
1.000 
2.000 
1.000 


.16500 

9920 

0330 

0.620 



— 

— 

104200 

283296 

2.676 

2.640 

8012 

31867 

3.480 

4.000 

9580. 

19114 

1.710 

2.080 

_. 

_ 

— 

—— 

155154 

255199 

L640 

1:620 

18295 

92243 

5.130 

5.100 

.95605 

270366 

/ 2.800 

2330 

2197 

9362 

- 4:280 

4380 

' 35238 

98704 

2.810 

. 2.760 

3111 

• 20302 

6.400 

6.600 

502850 

664390 

1300 

1.610 

_ 

.. — 

- —. 

—— 

54423 

199428 

- 3.600 

3.650 

100425 

283639 

2:740 

2320 

_, 


— 

— 

12831 

42416 

3350 

- 3300 

34300 

99290 

2.620 

2.930 

501362 . 

907852 . 

1.660 

• 1.890 

25658 

106384 

4.140 

4; 100 

10445 

29589 

2.810 

2.850 

53520 

285875 

4.930 

5350 

— 

— 

— 

■- 

6516 

' 53277 

8.040 

8310 


Arab Paper Converting and Trading. 

Arab Investment and International Trade 

Jordan Wooden Industries (JWICO). 

Livestock and Poultry. 

Jcndan Pipes Manufacturing. 

Rafia Industrial for Plastic Bags.:— 

Jordan Paper and Cardboard. 


Trans-Jordan Minerals Research 

Jordan Hunch Mineral. 

Orient Dry Batteries Factory. 


T fHXfau Ta nn i ng .... 

Jordan Printing and Packaging- 

Jordan Tobacco and Cigarette. 

Mas Industries. 


Jordan Spinnir 
Jordan Sulpfao 


Grand total 


18338 

20912 

1.080 

64371 

33581 

0.440 

1229794 

898771 

0.630 

11215 

41245 

3.630 

250 

198. 

0.800 - 

59534 

204268 

3.400 

223 

499 

2.000 

3116 

20965 

6550 

218435 

689051 

2.820 

31299 

48680 

1270 

850 

1785 

2.000 

31 

. 574 

. 18.500 

99760 

243003 

2.430 

42872 

225072 

4.880 

124539 

357947 

2.830 

60473 

169134 

2.810 

378198 

442770 

1.050 

195668 

279741 

.1.400 

464702 

317236 

0.650 

735346 

10451158 



“I just feel like wearing an ice; 
cream cone on my forehead. Life 
was getting too predictable.” 



THAT SCRAMBLE! WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbtes, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four orefinary words. 




Now arrananthe dieted letters to 
(ocm the surprise an swar. as sug¬ 
gested by rna above cfctoon. 

Print answer hem: QQQTOBR0CO 

(Answers tomonow) 

. ._, f , j- | Jumbtes: D04ON RUSTY SKEWER FETISH 

Yesterday's when you tryw w«his small Wd he's apt to 

do this—SHRINK FROM ft 
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Liverpool, United draw 


LONDON (R). — Manchester 
' United drew 0-0 at Liverpool on 
r.iSacnday: to up their first 
; point in tow matches and prevent 
V tfc&ppponenls from going top of 
. |he. English, soccer first division, 
j _ United put. on a strong per¬ 
formance despite poor fimshing 
/: jo take some of the pressure off 
^ trembled manager Alex Fergu- 
l gon, whose job has recently 
: t looted increasingly in jeopardy. 

-. The viators, who havelost only 
j[ .price at Airfield in the past 10 
l years, dominated for most of the 
i first' half against a tired-looking 
[; Liverpool team who needed vic- 
j toryto go one point ahead of 
\ champions and leaders Arsenal. 

The (haw meant Liverpool stay 
l second, a point behind Arsenal 
ji- who play in the full league prog- 
4 r amme on Tuesday, 
i.. United, la ng u ishing six point 
from bottom before the match, 

- sbouid bave taken the'lead in the 
14th minntewhen Clayton Black- 


1620 i. 

5.100 s 
1830 ]', 
4J8J ■. 

2.760 , 

<*.600 | 
1.610 1 


1.120 
0-5*0 2 
O.S10 1' 
7.700 t’ 
0.790 L ; 
3.43) !' 
:.«) i> 
j.7S) t 
3.210 t 


liJO 
MOO L 


.’.790 ! 

.410 L : 
1.710 l * 


more found Brian McClair in 
space, but the striker, who has 
.not scored for two months, hit 
high over the bar. 

. fo the 22nd minute, Welsh 
international striker Mark 
Hughes, who posed constant 
problems for Liverpool’s de¬ 
fence, found space, only to be 
thwarted by goalkeeper Bruce 
Grobbelaar. 

Grobbelaar saved from Hughes 
again 10 minutes later, while 
McClair again failed to fold the 
net on the stroke of halftime 
when he headed the ball wide 
from Danny Wallace's comer. 

Liverpool — without England 
striker John Bames due to a 
hamstring injury — lacked in¬ 
spiration up from despite England 
forward Peter Beardsley provid¬ 
ing some subtle touches. 

Th ey suffered further when 
captain Alan Hansen was re¬ 
placed at halftime suffering from 
concussion. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
CTM0 Tifbuw MadU Santo**, Inc. 


RIGHT PLACE AT THE RIGHT TIME 


North-South vulnerable. East 
deals. 

NORTH 
4 K 8 7 6 2 
9X4 
0 A 6 3 

* AKJ 

WEST EAST 

* 5 4 * Void 

<? J 10 9 7 5 3 57*62 

0 Void 0 KQ 109872 

* 97652 ♦ Q 84 

SOUTH 

* A Q J 10 9 3 
57 A Q 

0 J54 

* 10 3 


The bidding: 
East South 

West 

North 

3 0 

3 * 

Pass 

4 C- 

Pass 

. 4 * 

Pass 

5 * 

Pass 

5 

Past 

6 * 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 



Opening lead: Jack of 7 
Cards derive their pewer from 
two sources—rank and location. 
Thus, a king in front of the ace 
might be worthless, whereas a well- 
placed jack could be pure gold. This 
hand illustrates the principle. 

South had a minimum three- 
spade overcatt of Che opposing pre¬ 
empt, so partner’s cue-bid or the 
enemy suit—an obvious sJam try— 


elicited no immediate enthusiasm. 
But when North persisted with a 
second cue-bid. South dutifully 
showed his ace of hearts and North 
settled in a small slam. 

West led the jack of hearts, and 
declarer realized the only problem 
was to avoid losing two diamond 
cricks. He spotted the obvious—a 
dub finesse. Declarer won the ace of 
beans, drew two rounds of tramps 
and led a dub to the jack. East won, 
and declarer still had to concede a 
diamond trick for down one. 

What declarer failed to take into I 
account was the positional strength 
of the jack of diamonds. East's pre¬ 
empt and West's failure to lead a 
diamond should'have made it obvi¬ 
ous that the former had started with 
all seven of the missing diamonds. 
Therefore, an endplay was bound to 
succeed. 

After drawing trumps, declarer | 
should eliminate dubs with a raff 1 
and then cash the king of beans. 
Now a low diamond away from the 
ace secures the contract. East must 
go up with one of his high honors, 
but tie then has no way to a safe exit. 
A heart yields a ruff-sluff, and a 
diamond is into the combined ten- 
ace—declarer simply inserts the jack 
if Hast returns a low diamond. 



THE Daily Crossword by Martha J. Da Witt 


ACROSS 
1 Extraordinary: 
Abbr. 

5 CcMaior 
0 Baaorts 

13 Wood strip 

14 Pol BOWES 

15 Statesman of 


19 Fabric fiber 

20 Calumet 
22 RaUglous 


»■■«■■■ hubs 


23 Waistcoat 

24 Cubic motors 

25 Contour 

29 Scarlet totter 
wearer 
31 Deplore 

33 John or Jana 

34 Panto 
nowadays 

38 Conceived 
40 Mslntenanca 


43 Regrsl 

45 Bit* 

46 Way out 

49 Garb 

50 Tropical tree 
S3 .AH-mato party 
£5 Coronas 

58 Antiwar 

demomtiaiof* 
81-Wanting 
62 Square pflflar 
S3 Mine entrance 
64 Rhythm 
85 Bakery man 
88 ."- tha ant" 
(Proverbs) 

87 Hoacho 
68 — majesty 
89 DU In 


DOWN 

1 — down 
teQueteb} 

2 Facet 

3 Mfcs Kett 

4 Stylish 

5 Mm 


mmmam mmuu ■ 
aanaa aaa aaaa 
aaaaaaa aaaaaaa 


yaaaaa aaaa 
■bbbb aaaaa 
Ebbbb aaaa 


«1MB Tribune Madl* S*«te**, lnc. 
AU RtgMa HMerved 


7 Blew one's 
top , 

8 Cupola 

9 Pixie 

10 Can. waterway 

11 Knkjhfs garb 

12 Parte' river . 
16 Meeting: abbr. 
21 Occurrence 

24 Expensive 

25 Slight 

28 “Mary - 
Httto-” 

27 USA wont 
abbr. 

28 US voftuiteera 
30 Mayday 


35 Wedding 
rotesitos 
38 Tennis 
points 

37 Headland 
SB Payable 
41 Raised 
strip 
44 Gist 


t Puzzla Sabred: 


nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnrantn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnnnn 
nnn nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnnnnn nnnnn 
nnnn 

nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 


47 Doodads SB Bucket 

48 Conditions 57 Hsnpeeka 

50 At the drop 58 Adored 

of — one 

51 BtoOcal spy 50 Predatory 

52 Cottonwood bird 

54 Without — In 60 Put 

the world away 



FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1989 
By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


Maradona stokes World Cup controversy 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
good day to contemplate planning 
various outlets of a broad and 
comprehensive nature as you relax 
later at home with loved ones and 
relatives in a friendly atmosphere. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A 
trip to couple of friends' homes 
could be good for you. You will be 
happy by quietly showing romantic 
affection for your mate. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Be 
careful of people in your home 
who are likely to cause a disturb¬ 
ance. Discuss your vocation aims 
with your attachment now. 

GEMINI: (May 21 (o June 21) A 
communication from a distance 
win bring an inspiration to your 
family. A day when you will be 
fulfilled in your romantic aspira¬ 
tions. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Welcome a couple from 
afar into your home. A big busi¬ 
ness man could help you with your 
finances in a way lo increase your 
assets. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Start¬ 
ling events with attachment will 
bring opportunity for more roman¬ 
tic pleasure. A younger outside 
ally will give you a brilliant busi¬ 
ness idea. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Get ready to receive some 
extraordinary ’persons into your 
home. A woman with background 
varied from youxs will bring you 
social pleasures. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 


22) Your attachment will now do 
something delightful to please you. 
Do everything passible to effect 
economies at home. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem¬ 
ber 21) A jaunt with your attach¬ 
ment to see outside companions 
willb e excellent now. A condition 
from the past trill bring you long- 
range benefits at home. 

SAGITTARIUS; (November 22 jo 
December 21) Take Tamily mem¬ 
bers out now to incxpective social 
recreations. Costs should be kept 
at a minimum in fixing up the place 
with your loved one. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You can please your 
attachment by showing more 
romantic fervor. Invite couple who 
lives a short distance away into 
your home. 

AQUARIUS: (January 20 to Febru¬ 
ary 19) Dramatic situations with 
unusual friends should now be 
taken in stride. Try to work out 
financial affairs better with your 
attachment. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Entertaining at home should be 
done quietly and privately. Put 
more emotionalism into your rela¬ 
tionship with your loved one. 

Today's chfld: If your child were 
born today he or she will require 
more res: than other children early 
in fife. This could be a very artistic 
nature and the education should be 
slanted along those lines. Some 
interest in sports develops later on 
and a large interest in health re¬ 
lated matters will evidence itself m 
the late teens. 


All Birth Gems Are At 

WORLD RESOURCES 

Amra Hotel - Amman 


To all Fnfiftdi and German books readers 

English and German books sale at 50% 
discount 

IN INTERBOOK BOOKS SELLER 
JABAL AMMAN, 2ND CIRCLE 
AL BUWTRl STREET. NEAR FRENCH LOAF 
CHILDREN BOOKS, ISLAMIC BOOKS. 
MIDDLE EAST BOOKS, BEST SELLER. 

PAPER BACK, ART BOOKS 
. DAILY WORKING HOURS 
S-2p<HVL30-S|Mn. ’ 

7 DAYS A WEEK 


On the occasion of 

Christmas and New Year 


v ;k 


SUBAIH FOR GARMENTS 

8th Circle - Bayader Wadi El Seer, main 
street — Opp. the Mosque — Tel. 823485 

SALE 10%-30% 

Winter and sport clothes 
for aO the family 

LACOSTE. benetton, BOSS, 
NIKE, adidas 

Open Friday from 10:00 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Visa card is accepted 


FROM ALL OF US AT 

jRjUaJI IqQ AQQ 

SAUDI REAL ESTATE I I L J 

To all our 
customes & friends 

MERRY CHRISTMAS & 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 

THANK YOU 


MILAN, Italy (AP) — Diego 
Maradona is in hot water over the 
World Cup after breaking his 
self-imposed new blackout. 

The 29-year-o!d Argentine soc¬ 
cer star, renowned for his magic 
left foot and outspokenness, has 
alleged that draws for the 1990 
World Cup soccer tournament 
were fixed. 

His remarks earlier this week 
caused an international uproar 


and sparked warnings that he 
could be disqualified from the 
games in Italy next summer. 

Unhappy with news coverage 
of his recent wedding in Argenti¬ 
na, Maradona snubbed reporters 
for weeks. But in Cagliari, Sardi¬ 
nia, on Tuesday, he broke his 
silence by asserting that the Dec. 
9 World Cup draw in Rome was 
staged purely to amuse television 
viewers. 


Piano and Accordion for Sale 

New and unused Russian piano for sate. It is large size and 
wooden with three-foot pedals. 

For details please call 02/243544, Irbld 


rai M©w mmm 

In Town 

For unique and unusual personalized 
Presents at Prices that toiler to every 
Budget. 

WORLD RESOURCES 

Amra Hotel Shopping Centre, 6th Circle, 
Main Street, Amman. 


———Deluxe Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

Located in Sweifia, 6th Circle in a beautiful and quiet area. 
Consists of 4 bedrooms, big salon, dining room, living room, big 
kitchen. 3 bathrooms, storage and 2 glassed verandas with 
telephone, garage, garden and central healing. 

Call 773269, 773729 after 2 p.m. 



The largest showroom - 
Department Store 

We sell most needs of inside home: furniture for 
every age, gifts, electricals, toys, cosmetics... etc. 
Please come to see us. 

Location: Jordan Intn’l Trading Centre Co. 
Al Roda living and shopping-centre. 
Opposite Al Ra’i Newspaper, near Jordan 
Community College. 

Phone: 670453, 670302 



ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Christmas Services in English: 
Sunday, December 24 at 8 a.m. 
Holy Communion with Christmas Carols 


Sunday, December 24/25 at 11:30 p.m. 

MIDNIGHT MASS OF THE NATIVITY 


Monday, December 25 at 11 a.m. 
Family Communion 
Tel: 628543 


“The World Cup draw had 
been pre-determined.” Marado¬ 
na alleged, noting that the Soviet 
Union, Romania and Cameroon 
were drawn into the group head¬ 
ed by Argentina, in what prom¬ 
ises to be one of the toughest 
first-round sections. 

Host Italy was paired with Au¬ 
stria, the United States and 
Czechoslovakia in a lucky draw 
that seemed to assure the hosts of 
advancing to the second round. 

Six seeded teams were named 
in advance, while the other 18 
teams were distributed among the 
groups in a public drawing. 

World Cup host teams, which 
attract the largest crowds during 
the competition, are always 
seeded and often have easy first- 
round groups. 

Corriere Della Sera, a re¬ 
spected Milan newspaper, wrote 
Friday that Maradona gave voice 
to “what many had thought and 
some had let it be understood 
between the lines.'' 

“It has been long known that 
World Cup draws are skillfully 
pre-determined but nobody ever 
protested... Now that Maradona. 
‘Mr. Disagreeable', said it open¬ 
ly. it’s too easy to attack him," 
the newspaper commented. 

The commentary came after 
Italy's soccer authority started a 
disciplinary action against Mara¬ 
dona, which may lead to a fine or 
to his disqualification from Italian 
League action. 

Joseph Blatter, the secretary 
general of the International Soc- 


■■ ■ — Furnished Deluxe Semi-Villa For Rent 1 

Rrst floor, consisting of 2 bedrooms, salon, dining room, 2. 
bathrooms, and front glassed veranda with telephone, 
garage, garden, and ail facilities. 

^location: Um Uthaina near Amra Hotel. 

For further details please call 672931, Abu 
Mohammad or Flras. 


_ Furnished Deluxe Third Floor Apartment For 

Rent 

Brand new deluxe furniture; consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, salon, dining room, sitting room, and two 
verandas with two independent entrances and a lift. 
Location; Shmeisani, near Safeway International. 

For further details please call 672931, Abu 
Mohammad or Flras. 


“Furnished Deluxe First Floor Apartment For Rent" 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, salon, dining room, 
sitting room, and two verandas with two independent 
entrances and a lift. The area is 300 square metres. 
Location: Shmeisani, near Safeway International. 

For further details please call 672931, Abu 
Mohammad or Firas. 


cer Federation (FIFA) which su¬ 
pervised the World Cup draw, 
said Maradona may be banned 
from the next vear’s competition 
as a result of his “malicious 
accusations.” 

“He's stupid or malicious,” 
Biattner was quoted as saying by 
the It alian news agency ANSA. 
Other FIFA officials appealed for 
calm. 

Maradona, whose remarks are 
often amplified by the media, 
said he could not believe that his 
appearance in the. World Cup 
may be at risk. 

“If I must apologise for my 
remarks, I will apologise. But I 
am not going to recant anything. 1 
said what many others had writ¬ 
ten and said previously,” Mara¬ 
dona proclaimed in Cagliari on 
Thursday. 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE j 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 


presents to its dear 
members and clients 
its best wishes for a 

MERRY CHRISTMAS & 

A HAPPY NEW YEAR 1990 


NB: JVTC will be closed Monday Dec. 25,1989. 



^GHnema ' ■ 


CONCORD 


CROCODILE DUNDEE 


ounces 330.640,8:30. lb 


■Cinema 

Tel: 6341441 


PHILADELPHIA | 


Cinema 


NUOKA 


Tel: 67S571 



Mel Gibson 

& 

Darny Glover 
in 

Lethal Weapon “ 2 " 

Performances 3:30, 6:15, 8 JO, 10:30 


Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 674111 
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World leaders welcome 
end of Ceausescu epoch 


LONDON (R) — Worid leaders were eager to bury 
Romanian President Nicolae Ceausescu as a tyrant 
anil bully even as loyalist forces launched a counter¬ 
attack. 


British Prime Minister Mar¬ 
garet Thatcher said Ceausesca’s 
overthrow marked the end of a 
bloody tyranny and praised de¬ 
monstrators as heroes of an his¬ 
toric year in Europe. 

‘The people of Romania have 
taken liberty for themselves... 
that is wonderful news,” Thatch¬ 
er told a television interviewer. 
“We should spare a thought for 
the very courageous people who 
were not prepared to knuckle 
under in a bloodstained tyranny.” 

A few hours earlier Queen 
Elizabeth stripped Ceausescu of 
an honorary knighthood awarded 
doting a visit to London in 1978. 

“This action has been taken as 
a mark of revulsion at foe abuse 
of human rights in Romania for 
which President Ceausescu is re¬ 
sponsible,” the Foreign Office 
said, adding that the queen had 
also returned a Romanian honour 
Ceausescu had awarded her. 

Norway's King Olav also asked 
Ceausescu to hand back an hon¬ 
orary award made in 1980. The 
Foreign Ministry said Olav plan¬ 
ned to give back his own .Order of 
the People of the Star. 

In Paris President Francois 
Mitterrand welcomed the end of 
24 years of authoritarian rule in 
Bucharest. 

“The Romanians are free, 
Europe can breathe easy, it is 
good news for all of us,” Mitter¬ 
rand told reporters. 

Czechoslovak reformist leader 
Vaclav Havel called for just 
punishment, but not the death 
sentence, for Ceausescu. 

“On behalf of our gentle re¬ 
volution, which probably acceler¬ 
ated the course of events in 
Romania, I ask all Romanian 
citizens not to pay back for vio¬ 
lence with violence and for cruel¬ 
ty with cruelty,” Havel said. “De¬ 
mand just punishment (for those) 
who for so long and so brutally 
scourged your country. Stop the 
wave of violence lest it should 
flood Europe." 

European Community foreign 
minis ters meeting in Paris were 


preparing an appeal against vio¬ 
lence in Romania when the news 
of Ceausescn's fall came through. 
They scrapped their agenda and 
agreed to hold a special meeting 
on the Romanian crisis including 
proposals for immediate aid. 

“The international community, 
and in particular the European 
Community, must urgently come 
to the help of the Romanian 
people to help it overcome a 
tragic stage in its history, which 
has moreover had disastrous eco¬ 
nomic consequences,” European 
Parliament President Enrique 
Baron said. 

The International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) has 
volunteered to send medical and 
other assistance to Romania. 

Romanian emigres in Paris 
toasted Ceausescn’s apparent 
overthrow with champagne but 
deplored the loss of life involved. 

“It is the end of Communism,” 
said playwright Eugene Ionescu 
in a radio interview. 

Romanian choreographer Gigi 
Cacuileann, who fled Romania in 
1972 and has never returned, said 
he “leapt with joy” when he 
heard Ceausescu had been over¬ 
thrown. 

“Yesterday Romania was a 
grey country where no one 
laughed anymore," Ceausescu 
said. “Today, already, my 
mother told me that people were 
laughing in the roads. It’s a ago 
that anything is possible.” 

The Soviet Union said it hoped 
calm would return to Romania 
allowing the creation of stable 
new government. 

“We have no doubt that the 
Romanian people will show 
enough wisdom to preserve calm 
and stability in spite of the 
dramatic events and that condi¬ 
tions will be created for normal 
life, that new institutions of pow¬ 
er will be formed in normal con¬ 
ditions,” Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Vadim Peifflyev told 
Reuters. 

White House spokesman Mar¬ 


lin Fitzwater said “a terrible bur¬ 
den of dictatorial rule appears to 
have been lifted from Romania.” 
He said Washington was pre¬ 
pared to assist the new govern¬ 
ment if it moves towards demo¬ 
cracy. 

West German Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Gensdher said the 
desire for freedom swept through 
Europe like a storm in 1989. 

“Two hundred years after the 
French Revolution human rights 
and fundamental freedoms have 
a ga in proved their strength,” 
Genscher said. “Die people of 
Romania have won a great vic¬ 
tory against a dictatorial regime 
that despised human beings." 

East Germany, a staunch ally 
of Romania until its own revolu¬ 
tion two mouths ago, hailed 
Ceausescu's foil, as a step toward 
democracy: “We extend our 
heartiest greetings to the Roma¬ 
nian people and our best wishes 
for success on this path.” 

Italian Foreign Minister Gianni 
de Michelis said he admired the 
demo n str a tors who had managed 
to overthrow Ceausescu. 

“To the Romanian people, 

who fought with such courage, we 

express our admiration and also 
our profound condolences for the 
man y victims,” Gianni said in a 
statement in Paris. “The fall of 
Ceausescu removes the main 
cause of the Woody repression in 
Romania, and lays tire basis for 
that people, to whom we are 
particularly dose, to build a free 
and democratic future.” 

In the Hague several hundred 
people gathered in front of the 
Romanian embassy and burnt an 
effi gy of Ceausescu. 

Dutch Prime Monster Ruud 
Lubbers expressed joy that 
Ceausescu was out of office and 
said the West should quickly ex¬ 
tend medical and humanitarian 
help to Romania. 

Tt has become ever dearer | 
how unjust and intolerable the 
repression was,” Lubbers said, ! 
referring to the force recently ! 
used to put down protests in ! 
Romania. j 

Portuguese President Mario : 
Soares said the removal of 
Ceausescu put an end to a “de¬ 
mented nightmare.” 


S. African 
police clash 
with rebels, 

2 killed 

JOHANNESBURG (Agencies) 
— A blade nationalist guerrilla 
and a policeman were killed in a 
skir mish near South Africa’s bor¬ 
der with Swaziland, police said 
Saturday. 

Police found several guerrillas 
Friday dose to Border Gate, a 
frontim post near Komatipoort in 
eastern Transvaal province, a 
police spokesman said. 

The suspects opened fire when 
police tried to make an arrest. 
Police killed one guerrilla and a 
black officer was shot dead. 

The exiled African National 
Congress anti-apartheid group 
has been waging a low-level war 
against white role since the early 
1960s, when the organisation was 
outlawed in Sooth Africa. 

Meanwhile, trying to quash 
persistent rumours, the govern¬ 
ment said Friday that jailed black 
leader Nelson Mandela would not 
be freed before the mid of the 
year. 

There remains strong specula¬ 
tion, not discouraged by the gov¬ 
ernment, that Mandela will be 
freed in January or early Febru¬ 
ary. A broad range of black 
leaders say Mandela must be re¬ 
leased before they can accept 
President F.W. De Klerk’s invita¬ 
tion to negotiate a new constitu¬ 
tion that would extend political 
rights to blacks. 

Rumours that Mandela would* 
be freed before Christmas spread 
earlier this week following unsub¬ 
stantiated reports that British 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatch¬ 
er formally requested South Afri¬ 
can authorities to take this step. 

Mis. Thatcher’s office denied 
that any time frame had been 
added to her s tanding request 
that Mandela be freed “as soon as 
possible.” 

South Africa’s Bureau for In¬ 
formation, in a statement, said 
Friday: “In response to numerous 
{Hess inquiries concerning the 
possible release of Mr. Nelson* 
Mandela, the bureau would like 
to make it dear that there will be 
no developments in this regard 
during the festive season." 

The bureau said this meant 
Mandela would not be freed be¬ 
fore Jan. 1. 


Pakistan ends largest military exercise 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP)— 
Forces headed back to barracks 
Saturday after the biggest wax. 
games in Pakistani history. 

The mock battles involving 
some 200,000 troops on the in¬ 
creasingly muddy plains of cen¬ 
tral Punjab bore a resemblance to 
the three wars Pakistan has 
fought with India since the two 
became separate countries in 
1947. 

Defence officials said the man¬ 
oeuvres, code-named Zarbe 
• Momin and Highmark ’89; tested 
new weapons and tactics combin¬ 
ing ground and air units to re¬ 
pulse an attack by a militar ily 
superior neighbour. 

Zarbe Momin translates from 
Urdu as “the blow of the perfect 
Muslim.” 


Pakistani generals will now 
analyse' the success of a new 
strategy new call “riposte,” 
where army and air force don’t, 
just defend the border, but 
mount a swift counterstrike into 
enemy territory to break the 
thrust of its attack. 

The exercises, including one 
armoured and seven infantry divi¬ 
sions, followed an imaginary sce¬ 
nario the past three weeks of 
“Foxland” threatening “Blue- 
land.” 

When negotiations failed. Fox- 
land attacked but Blueland forces 
held their ground, then struck 
back into Foxland. 

Army Chief of Staff Gen. Mir- 
za Aslam Beg pronounced the 
war games completed late Friday. 

The manoeuvres stayed 1 well 


within central and we stern Pun¬ 
jab, away from the Indian border 
and the disputed northern state of 

J arnnw -TEash irrir. 

Indian war games along the 
frontier in January 1987, called 
“operation Brass Tacks,” trig¬ 
gered a Pakistani counter-mobi¬ 
lisation. Both sides eventually 
withdrew peacefully. 

The Zarbe Momin exercises 
caused no such tension. India was 
busy forming a new government 
and legislature following the elec¬ 
tion defeat last month of Rajiv 
Gandhi’s Congress Party. 

And for the first time, Pakistan 
invited observers from India and 
its ally, the Soviet Union. They 
were among 104 delegates from 
21 foreign countries to witness' 
the games. 


Prime Munster Benazir Bhut¬ 
to, who in 1988 became the first 
civilian Pakistani leader after 11 
years of znilitaiy rule, toured the 
exercise Friday. 

The high profile of the war 
games appeared aimed at impro¬ 
ving the image of the Pakistan 
army, which has seized power 
repeatedly in the country's 42- 
year history. 

Pakistan and India last dashed 
in 1971 in a war that resulted in 
the creation of Bangladesh from 
former East Pakistan. 

The countries still trade artil¬ 
lery fire hi gh in the Karakoram 
Mountains across a ceasefire line 
that separates Pakistani- and In¬ 
dian-controlled sections of pre¬ 
dominantly Muslim Jammu- 
Kashmir. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.N. to hold 1st summit for children 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — The first “world summit for 
children” will be held in September to encourage governments to 
save up to 100 million children from death by disease and 
malnutrition in the 1990s, diplomats said Friday. Canada, Egypt, 
Mali, Mexico, Pakistan and Sweden are co-sponsoring the event, 
tentatively set for Sept. 26-27 at U.N. Headquarters in New York. 
They are inviting world leaders to attend. The “worid summit for 
children” is expect to push governments to redirect milit ary and 
indebtedness spending to health and nutrition. Third World 
.nations pay $178 billion to wealthy nations each year in debt 
service, three times more than the value of the aid they receive. 
Developing countries also collectively spend $145 billion annuall y 
on the military. More than 100 governments have endorsed the 
summit, according to the U.N. Children's Fund. The global 
gathering will take ptace during the next General Assembly, when 
presidents, kings, prime ministers and foreign ministers join their 
diplomatic corps in New York. 

Australian premier's father dies 

CANBERRA, Australia (AP) — Clem Hawke, father of Austra¬ 
lian Prime Minister Bob Hawke, died of a stroke Saturday at age 
92, officials said. Clem Hawke died at a nursing home in 
Adelaide, southern Australia, said a spokesman for the prime 
minister’s office. The official said Hawke had been ill for some 
time. The prime minister, who two weeks ago riled tears on 
national television while talking about his ailing father, was 
unavailable for comment. The prime nwnwtgtr was to spend 
Christmas with his family but the official said Hawke would 
journey to Adelaide to attend his father's funeral. 

Judge hurt in mail bomb attack 

HAGERSTOWN, Maryland (AP)—A pipe bomb delivered to a 
county judge’s apartment exploded and injured him Friday, but 
appeared to be unrelated to four other bomb attacks in four states 
in one week. Washing ton County Circuit Judge John Cordennan, 
47, was in stable condition after undergoirc screen. io remove 
shrapnel in his abdomen and right hand, said yVssbingarn C runly 
Hospital spokeswoman Diana Doncgnn. Cornermen also !osi the 
tip of his right middle finger and suffered severe damage io both 
eardrums, but be never lost consciousness and fads life was in no, 
immediate danger, hospital officials said. A neighbour said the' 
bomb exploded in Gorderman’s apartment about 10 minutes after 
a delivery man left a package in the building. The judge 
apparently was alone at the time, police said. 


Colombo foils kidnap plot 

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) — The government has said it has 
foiled plans by Sinhalese radicals to kidnap political leaders and 
their families. Foreign Minister Ranjan Wijeratne told parliament 
that radicals of the ultranationlist People’s Liberation Front had 
planned to carry out the kidnapping and make “impossible 
demands.” The plan came to be known when security agents 
interrogated arrested radicals. Wijeratne, who is also the deputy 
defence minister, did not give details but blamed “anti-national 
and anti-democratic forces” for instigating the kidnapping plans. 
“They are engineered both from within ana outside,” he said, but 
did not specify which foreign countries were involved. 

Havel nominated for president 

PRAGUE, Czechoslovakia (AP) — Opposition leader Vaclav 
Havel was nominated for president by all Czechoslovak political 
parties, with Alexander Dubcek prop osed to head the new 
parliament, the Czech, News Agency CTK.has reported. “In 
agreement with the openly expressed will of the Czechoslovak 
public, we recognise as a respected representative... for the office 
of president Mr. Vaclav Havel and for the office of Federal 
Assembly Chairman Mr. Alex ander Dubcek,” the joint com¬ 
munique said according to CTRL “We exp re ss our conviction that 
this manifested win is in agreement with the s piri t of Czechoslo¬ 
vak mutuality and equality of both nations,” the cnmmwvwrj w- 
said. Havel, playwnght and veteran dissident, emerged as 
opposition leader during events that finally led to the overthrow 
of four decades of Communist rule in Czechoslovakia over the 
past month. 

Manila confirm plea bargaining talks 

MANILA (AP) — The Philippine government's chief lawyer has 
confirmed that former first lady Iroelda Marcos had discussed a 
possible plea bargain with U.S. federal prosecutors and Philippine 
government lawyers. She is to stand trial on March 13 on 
racketeering charges for allegedly helping her late husband, 
Ferdinand Marcos, pillage the Philippine treasury during his 20 
:r. cff.ci. “A «vate range a;' r**r.:bi!ittes were discussed,” 
Solicitor General Francisco Chavez said in a telephone interview. 
He said one option was for Mrs. Marcos to plead guilty and return 
between $600 million ond $1.5 billion. Ch&vez said other option s 
under discussion include a plea of guilty to mail fraud in return for 
a suspended prison s ente n ce . Mis. Marcos would also agree to 
disclose information on secret bank accounts and other assets 
worid wide, including holdings of Marcos Associates, he wi 


Gorbachev warns separatists 
of bloodshed, death In split 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Soviet 
leader MIkhafl Gorbachev Satur¬ 
day wanted regional separatists 
who want their republics to leave 
the Soviet Union that secession 
would sow “discoid, bloodshed 
mid death.” 

His harsh statement was made 
in a parliamentary debate over a 
proposed constitutional commit¬ 
tee, during which Baltic deputies 
denounced as illegal the Soviet 
Union’s 1940 incorporation of 
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia. 

' “Nowadays to exercise self-de- 
ite rminati oni through secessi o n is 
to upset the union, to pit peoples 
against one another and to sow 
discord, bloodshed and death." 
Gorbachev said. 

Hie Soviet leader did not 
elaborate, fait bis statement that 
secession would lead to violence 
was a (dear warning to national¬ 
ists in republics around the Soviet 
periphery that their actions could 
prompt civil war. 

His statements to the Congress 
of People's Deputies appeared to 
be aimed largely at the Baltic 


republics of Lithuania, Estonia 
and Lativa, which have become 
increasingly militant in their push 
for more autonomy from the 

Kre mlin 

Earlier this week the Lithua¬ 
nian Communist Party defied 
Gorbachev and voted to declare 
itself independent from the cen¬ 
tral Soviet party. 

Gorbachev has announced the 
Communist Party Central Com¬ 
mittee will hold a plenum on the 
issue in the next few days. 

The Baltic deputies also re¬ 
fused to participate in the debate 
in Congress on the Committee of 
Constitutional Supervision, 
which began Friday. 

The commission was approved 
Saturday by a vote of 1,647 to 
116, with 115 abstentions, despite 
the Baltic protests that it would 
infringe their rights before new 
relationships between the Krem¬ 
lin and the 15 republics had been 
determined. 

A Lithuanian lawmaker has 
challenged the Kremlin before the 
entire Soviet Congress to begin 


talks leading to full independence 
for his Baltic republic. 

Deputy and lawyer Kaznneras 
Motieka told deputies that 
Lithuania “was forcibly included 
in the Soviet Union.” He said if 
the Kremlin is serious about re¬ 
form, it should reverse results of 
the orimes of dictator Josef Sta¬ 
lin, who annexed the Baltic re¬ 
gion. 

“As a person empowered by 
the voters of Lithuania, I call 
upon the government of the 
USSR to begin official negotia¬ 
tions in the near future with felly 
empowered representatives of 
Lithuania an the liquidation of 
Stalnist crimes and on the restor¬ 
ation of the independence of the 
Lithuanian state, Motieka said. 

Drawing a parallel with the 
events in Romania, where Presi¬ 
dent Nicolae -Ceausescu over¬ 
thrown Friday, Motieka said: 
“We also have a dictator—Mos¬ 
cow. If the Soviet Union is bund¬ 
ing a government of laws, well, 
legality and occupation don't go 
together." 



Hungary to hold elections in March 


BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) — 
Acting President Matyas Szneros 
announced Friday that the coun¬ 
try’s first competitive elections in 
41 years will be held on March 25, 
the Hungarian News Agency 
(MU) reported. 

On Thursday, parliament 
approved a motion to dissolve 
itself on March 16 to pave the 
way for the first multiparty elec¬ 
tions since 1948. 

Hungary will become the first 
Soviet Bloc country to hold free 
elections resulting from the re¬ 
form movement sweeping East¬ 


ern Europe. 

A non-Commonist government 

took power in Poland in Angtst 
after opposition candidates won 
all the seats they were allowed to 
contest, then formed an alliance 
that forced the Communists to 
give them control of the cabinet. 

Free elections are expected 
next year in three otheT Soviet 
Bloc countries. 

East Germany has scheduled 
elections for May 6, and Bulgaria 
and Czechoslovakia have 
announced plans for free elec¬ 


tions before the end of June. 

In contrast to East Germany, 
Czechoslovakia and Bulgaria, 
where popular revolts swiftly 
forced hard-line Co mmunis t lead¬ 
ers from power, Hungary's evolu¬ 
tion to democracy has been gra¬ 
dual. 

Legislation was passed in par¬ 
liament in October to set the legal 
groundwork for the free elec¬ 
trons, and the Communist Party 
disbanded, reconstituting itself as 
the Hungarian Socialist Party and 
aspiring to democratic ideals. 


Thousands turn 
into peseta 
millionaires 

MADRID, Spain (AP) — The } * 
world’s richest lottery turned 
thousands of Spaniards into peso- 
ta millionaires Friday, as orphan ■ 
boys and girls sang out winning 
numbers in Gregorian chant for 
an expectant nation tuned into 
television and radio broadcasts.- 
Orphans of St- Ddefonso Orpbari -■' 

„ age near Madrid sang out the' 
number — 61,714 — of the CO- , - 
veted prize El Gordo, the fat one,.' 
spreading joy across the south-]. r 
eastern town of Paiporta, outride/: 
Valencia. Hundreds of people - ’ 
swamped the streets ofPaiporfa/; 
where the winning series wax '/ 

.sold, including some who popped:/^ 
open champagne bottles, Spanish /* 
national radio said. El Gordo^ 
also called the Christmas Lottery; 
paid out 250 milli on pesetas ($2.2 > * " 

• million) to each of 80 tickets- 
bearing the same winning num - 
ber, or a total of 20 billion peseta#^™ * 
($176 million) in prize money/ 

Since each of the 80 tickets were 
spread among family, friends and' 
fellow workers, the tax-free cash/ 
prizes were widely shared. 


Global 

weather 

(major world cities) 


Salvadorean rebels call truce 
over Christmas, New Year 


SAN SALVADOR (R) — Sal¬ 
vadorean guerrillas have called a 
truce over the Christmas and 
New Year holiday, giving the first 
breather in their fiercest offensive 
to date. 

In a communique telephoned 
.to Renters from Mexico City, the 
Farabundo Marti National li¬ 
beration Front (FMLN) rebels 
said, “we will declare a. truce 
from 0000 horns (0600 GMT) 
Dec. 23 to Jan. 2, 1990." 

The decision ws taken because 


of the "profound religious feel¬ 
ings that these festivities give our 
people mid the need for family 
unity in these days,” the com¬ 
munique said. 

. -An., armed forces spokesman 
said he was unaware-of the truce 
offer, but be said if the rebels 
held their fire the U.S.-backed 
military would suspend counter¬ 
insurgency operations even 
though “guaranteeing the secur¬ 
ity of the civilian population” 


with patrols. 

The rebels said they also had 
approached the United Nations 
to end the decade-old dvfl war in 
which more than 70,000 people 
have died. 

Fighting in the capital has 
rased since the peak of tire offen¬ 
sive, but fierce combat was re¬ 
ported Thursday in outlying re¬ 
gions. Seven guerrillas and one 
soldier were killed during dashes, 
the armed.forces said. 
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THE Sunday Crossword 


Edited by Herb Enenson 


X-WORDS 
By Elizabeth Arthur 

• ACROSS 

1 US JoumaUat 

• MM 

10 Kaffir wanton 
1« Ptoce of gossip 
IB Modal bemfar*s 
wood 

■ 18 C oun ter te n o r 
a Kind of Htn 

21 TIKtoa 

22 Hybridht 

24 Pas* back and 
forth 

28 -A Man tor 
AS 


27 Putting to and 

29 Pound stories 

30 At all 

31 Grayfati Uus 

32 Crabby 

33 Consant 

37 Without - to 
Uw world 


DOWN 

r Alphabet iw 
3 Malay gfcbons 

3 Kind of gin 

4 TbosuUsti ptak 

5 Fencing tores! 

6 Traveling show 

mamba r 

7 Tauremachlan 
cheers 

8 Ntihc *uH- 

9 Having amaB 
knots 

ID Rabfcto-imiaer 

11 Fr. river 

12 Goody-goody 

13 Dog logic abbr. 

14 

15 Unfl of matter 
IS Canaan 

17 Kind of curve 
21 Write a 
Book- (song) 

23 Skeletal part 


38 Frontal curls of 
huh 

42 Gian — Manoul 

43 m-faiad 
45 Intot 

48 God ol lava 
47 Alton! bn-gat- 
ting sound 
4B Ways; abbr. 

45 CWn. factory 
58 Part of ERA: 

abbr. 

Si Yokes 
55 - la vista 

58 Baby bod 
SB Wipe out 

59 Buddy of TV 

60 Paarfy — 

SI Lettuce type 
62 Dugoots 
64 Missouri 
tributary 


25 Fern feature* 
28 Flash: prof. 

31 Con games 

32 Envelope 


34 Magna — 

38 T-shaped fringe 

36 Railways 

37 *01*1 to 
oofy —" 

38 Ha Laudar 

39 fOHd of 
embroidery 

40 Kunte — of 
“Roofs" 

41 Astronomer Cad 

43 “The Red —" 
(Shaarar Mm) 

44 Gmrposaa 

47 “Rate Bmaimin’- 


68 Liable 

68 Par cel ed out 

71 Roman 
household gods 

72 Lotos position 
In yoga 

74 — de Franca 

75 Sea eagles 

76 OW hands 

77 "O my Luve to 
IBM — 

(Bum) 

76 Attempt 

78 Snacked 

80 Crudfer 

84 Cyma — 
(molding) 

85 “We Are —" 
(Muni Om) 

B7 Soup server 

68 Halter 

89 Go bonkers 


51 Quotas 

52 - BIB 
Bagendary 
cowboy) 

53 Actor Jeremy 

54 Atelier Ham 

55 King of Judea 
57 Pundits 

82 Author of rega- 
tt -rtehaa books 

63 Extorted money 
Iram 

64 NY city 

65 “Amine del —'- 
(Browning) 

68 Writing 

67 Barney or Diana 

68 See eye to aye 
6B Pul on cloud 

(tine 

70 Exdodo 

72 Hag 

73 Ahsad ol tone 


90 Verbose 
81 — da mar 
92 Orest tin day 
84 Deep-voiced 
singers 
SS Desert 
phenomena 
98 Crucial decision 
point 

101 Grouch 

104 Unkempt 

105 Ersatz butter 

106 Ma n ner ol 
expression 

107 Rad Sea 
peninsula 

108 Youth oig- 

109 Heir treatment 
tor short 

110 Ceutarhe 

111 Maternally 
Mated 


76 Verifier 
78 Coterie 

80 Stylish . 

81 Boorish 

82 Cop handtoc 

83 Users 

84 Backslide 
88 Awn 

88 Paves reads 

90 Waterproof boot 

91 SUnfflnl 

92 Khachaturian 

93 Student mH_ gp. 

94 Cotton bundle 

95 Actress 
Freemen 

98 Win 

97 Lab burner 

98 Jazz ringing 
98 Show sorrow 

100 Alley — 

102 Carter bane 

103 Skedaddle 



Diagramless » x », u» c™i K sctmiu 


ACROSS 
1 Touch 
5 Koppel and 
Damon 

B OMaton word 

10 Hot drink 

11 Newspaper 
section 

12 US a on a tor 
Hatch 

13 Animal which 
19 Football kick 


DOWN 

1 “Flflrt come — 1 " 

2 BaaebaH 


20 Accidental 
stroke ol hick 

21 fife Unto 


3 Words by 

Caesar 

4 3KSUrt, 

5 Bull: Sp. 

6 Light color 

7 —youreeH 

B — Bernardino 
10 Ptgoon places 

13 OiT cartel 

14 Cougar 
is Burden 


pteasura 
24 Famous 

baseball poem 
29 Hautboy 

33 Do electrical 
work 

34 - (fatal 

35 LAy of the — 
38 Pursue 


18 Group ol 
mitubtn 
17 OMincflv* 

20 Compe ti tor 

22 also 
«rr#_" 

23 Coffee variety 

25 PoeWre vote 

26 Pe&iUtf Kioto 

27 Money holder 

28 Playing cent 

sgs* 


37 Dress style 

41 Cunning 

42 Rocky pkmacla 
45 Author Bret 

48 Dropped sharply 
47 Standard unit 

49 - Sharif 
60 Conovctor 

51 Beach stuff 

52 Diana Spencer'* 
husband 

59 irregular spot 
« CriKiMa 


32 Sward 

36 Soft drink 
flavors 

37 Hubbubs 

38 City hi Pare 

39 Tennis’ Land! 

40 Jarin 

42 Hue 

43 Lika a poem 

44 Babe of 


47 Greet deal 

48 Meadow 
52 Something 


82 Video's partner 

83 Student 

84 Once in a 
white 

87 Nut* 

70 Discoloration 

71 Seethe 

72 Rental sign 

73 “Damn 
Yankees" name 

74 Mfmfckod 
78 — out 

(supplements) 


63 Traveled 

64 an ancient 
Mariner— n 

65 SgL oa 
58 DM no bird 
5T Ogtod 

58 Tmls 
60 Enamel 

64 Surmounting 

65 Legend 

66 Even 

67 Competent 

68 Sun 

§9 Race distance 
70 Depot: abbr. 


Last Week's Cryptograms 

1. Tough dancers used a swift kick with which lo lap open a Mg keg of 
beer. 

2. Youthful hockey goalie was “lucky/' He stopped a rising pock when 
be forgot lo dock. 

3. Diving coach enjoys Ttl? work: teaching young lads bow to do very 
difficult jackknife. 

4. Holly bedeviled by add rain, evergreens are luring their cool! 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. PLOWED TA EUXEDA EOEXYQU WED YLM 
XLMS, GEMITHQUEMUD XNRO 1XL LV INRP 
EM R GEHSRW TOIL INR AEPR XRB S.—By Lea Sherry 

2. WOCCB, ZA5FIAS SANOTEM THSLFB GEN 
IOFFMLF GO V Z NH-NH M-OCLN ECF 


SLMBFOLM. 


—By Gordon MBhr 


3. L A W S L H A P P Y N SOLDIER DWYHO AX 
OZLODIR LAWZL YALNPZX A. -ByEdHwWtaoa 

4. PJJXLHCC PHE LJXBVX VKBT ETA LCST 
LHEETD P D | 5 VJSTXJAE DJJXTD. -By Eari fefcs* 
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. SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE 
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